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The Fitty-Eighth 
Annual Report 


Of The 


City of Somersworth, 
New Hampshire 


Laurent 


Mayor Romeo St 


Foreword 


This report is published to inform 
the people of Somersworth of the 
functions of their municipal govern- 
ment. It also provides documentary 
evidence concerning the stewardship 
of its officials. 


While detailed data in considerable 
volume has been eliminated from the 
various departmental reports, the 
facts are on file at the office of the 
city clerk and citizens are welcome 
at all times to view the records. 


In brief, the report contains an 
analysis of activities and expendi- 
tures of the various departments for 
the fiscal year. 


Somersworth Free Press, Ine., Printers 


Inaugural Address 


Gentlemen of the City Council: 


With deep gratitude to the people of our City for their 
expression of confidence at the polls last November, we meet 
this morning to take a solemn oath of service to our commun- 
ity. With this oath we accept all the responsibilities and 
problems which we now have and all those we will encounter in 
the next two years. We accept with full realization the antici- 
pated good management of city affairs on business principles, 
and we approach this duty with firm determination to give 
thoughtful and faithful service in return for the confidence 
placed in us. We know that people of today are more serious- 
minded and conscious of the operation of their city government, 
and that intelligent appraisals will be made of our doings in 
the next two years. We must always welcome suggestions and 
constructive criticism,—only by doing so shall we learn of the 
desires of the people and be able to execute their wishes faith- 
fully. We are duty-bound to administer the affairs of our City 
properly, and to provide our citizens with the improvements 
that are necessary and to maintain those we already have. Al- 
ways mindful of our civil duty we must make courageous de- 
cisions on all problems with the understanding that any project 
undertaken will prove of advantage, and the result beneficial 
to the citizens as a whole. We should not and must not con- 
sider any other course of action. 


Through the years, since the incorporation of Somersworth 
as a City, it has been the custom of past Mayors at inaugrations 
to place before the Council the existing problems relating to 
the municipality and those to confront us in the next two years. 
To a brief extent I will attempt to picture to you the standing 
of our City on the basis of the two following questions: ‘What 
is our present status?” and “What will it be in the future?” 
It is my personal conviction that our people have been and 
should be appreciative of the services and facilities they have 
at their disposal, and I believe :t is your duty to keep our 
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citizens informed and reminded of what we have and of where 
their tax dollars go. 


From visitors we hear of the excellent snow removal work 
by our Highway Department; of as good water as can be found 
anywhere; of our recreational facilities provided at both of our 
athletic fields; of the diversified industries which today places 
Somersworth as one of the outstanding communities in the 
State; of our fine churches and schools. I might also mention 
that most cities have a standing charge for individual connec- 
tions to the sewer or water system. Here we have none. In 
most cities when a sidewalk is constructed, the abutters share 
half the cost. We do not charge the people in such a case. 


We provide transportation for school children who live one 
mile or more from school, many cities provide transportation 
only for children living at least 14% miles and some only for 
children living two miles or more from school. We have ex- 
tended our sewer and water system greatly. Some cities do 
not collect garbage from stores, some cities do so once a week 
—here we collect twice a week. We have a modern lighting 
system in the business district and we have installed many new 
street lights. We have so far managed to do without parking 
meters which in itself is a form of taxation. 


We have provided improvements in all departments by the 
replacement of worn out equipment to the extent of $18,000.00 
in 1947; $26,000.00 in 1948; and $15,238.00 in 1949. And I am 
proud to say there exists here a community spirit that is not 
bettered anywhere. While providing those excellent living 
conditions for our people, this City ‘has managed to have a tax 
rate as low as any City in the State. This year’s tax rate of 
$36.00 is very favorable as compared to the average tax rate 
of a little over $43.00 as well as reasonable and equalized valu- 
ation assessments. 


The question is often asked of where the tax revenues from 
assessed valuations on new homes and new industry are ex- 
pended. It can be easily explained by referring to the cost 
of operating the City the last few years. It can well be com- 
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pared to the cost of operating your own home, say in 1940, and 
the cost today. I might cite a few examples. In 1940 the cost 
of operating our schools was $47,575.00; in 1949, $99,308.00 was 
appropriated, and the actual cost will be about $105,000.00. 


The Fire Department in 1940 cost $4,500.00; in 1949 
$7,200.00; Salaries were in 1940 $12,396.00, in 1949 $25,705.00; 
‘n 1940 the Police Department was operated for $9,250.00, in 
1949 about $23,000.00; in 1940 the Highway Department cost 
$14,500.00, in 1949 $32,000.00; in 1940 the Welfare Department 
spent $6,500.00, in 1949 $9,800.00 was appropriated and actual 
expenses were about $12,000.00. 


In other words, the total cost of operating the City in 1940 
was $184,186.00, in 1949 it was $284,503.00 or the cost of op- 
erating the City this year was $100,000.00 more than nine years 
ago. 


Another item to be brought to your attention is the amount 
of Veterans’ exemptions. This has reached $235,000.00 which 
means $8,460.00 plus poll tax exemptions for at least one thous- 
and veterans, meaning another $2,000.00 or a total of over 
$10,000.00 that the City does not receive. One can easily un- 
derstand the services that would have to be curtailed or the 
increased rise in taxes we would be facing had we not been so 
fortunate as to have this increase in valuation. 


As we start the new year we must proceed progressively 
but cautiously, for the increased cost of operating the Welfare 
Department, already mentioned, and the increased number of 
unemployed are two danger signals of the days ahead of us. 
In making a few recommendations I am fully aware of this 
situation and ask you to seriously consider all new problems 
and accept only those that are necessary, and within our means. 
I do not feel as optimistic as I did in 1948. Let us not forget 
that for the past few years people have been able to pay their 
taxes because money and work were plentiful, but now the 
tendency is definitely in the other direction. 


The construction of new homes in the last three years, 
while bringing in revenue over the years means many more 
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services immediately. It means more children to transport 
te school; more street lights; more roads to construct and main- 
tain; more snow and garbage removal. It means that in the 
not too distant future, the possibility of more men being added 
to the Highway Department, which will bear the burden of 
these increased services. 


This Department is now in excellent condition. All equip- 
ment, except one truck, has been replaced. This new equipment 
bas made it possible for this department, consisting of ten men, 
to render all the services asked of it, and I believe they should 
be commended for their fine work. 


In order to provide sanitary facilities in those districts 
where these facilities did not exist, and where many new homes 
were built, Sewer and Water Bonds for extension and improve- 
ment of a permanent nature to our Sewer and Water System 
were issued in 1948 for $60,000.00. These bonds mature in 
1952. The continued home building project in 1949 required the 
issuance of bonds to the amount of $100,000.00 maturing twenty 
years from date. 


Sewers were extended on Buffumsville Road, Indigo Hiil 
Road, Second Street, Davis Street, Drew Street, Edmund Street, 
Myrtle Street, Black Water Road, Lemelin’s Court and Wiggin’s 
Court. A six-inch water line was installed on Depot Street, 
Buffumsville Road, Indigo Hill Road, Davis Street, from Cen- 
tral Park to the Dover Line, West High Street, Rowland Street, 
Black Water Road, Drew Street, Edmund Street, Lemelin’s 
Court, Downs Street, and a new line was installed from Main 
Street under the tracks and canal to serve the factories in the 
upper end of the Mill Yard, so-called. 


Most of this work was done as part of our cooperation in 
the building of new homes to relieve the housing shortage sit- 
uation which has existed the past few years. However, I 
recommend at this time that a study be made of our present 
needs for housing, sewer and water; and that possibly some 
action be taken and certain restrictions entered upon in the 
event that new housing developments are contemplated. 
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It is my opinion that the City has done its share in reliev- 
ing the housing situation, and that from now on this situation 
will take care of itself. As in most cities, contractors probably 
should be forced to install their own water and sewer lines. 
After checking with other cities I find that we have been lib- 
eral by far above the average in cooperation between cities and 
contractors. 


The Fire Department, whose duty it is to protect life and 
property is now in good condition. The acquisition of a tank 
truck, and repairs to the equipment as well as alterations to 
the building which makes it possible to house all the equipment 
in the Central Fire Station provides the necessary facilities 
comparable to other cities of this size. My only recommenda- 
tion for this department is the purchase of hose under the an- 
nual replacement program. 


With the modernization of the Police Office, Cell Block 
and Court Room accomplished last year at a cost of $1,900.00, 
we now should provide steel wardrobes for the personnel as 
another step toward adequate quarters for this department. 
While I wish to compliment this department on its continued 
good service to the community, we realize it operates entirely 
under its own jurisdiction in compliance with State Law. It 
would be to the best interest of the people if the Commissioners 
met with the Finance Committee of the City Council to discuss 
the annual budget. I do not believe this has ever been reques- 
ted but it appears that it would be advisable if it could be 
brought about. 


The Library is being operated in a very efficient manner. 
Under its Board of Trustees and the Librarian this Department 
has been kept at a minimum of expense while providing very 
good service to the people. Its policy of buying new books 
periodically is approved and will suffice to keep this depart- 
ment up-to-date. 


The Summer Program for the children at the Playgrounds 
has been outstanding, and the facilities for such are very good. 
The continued improvement of those facilities is recommended. 
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It is hoped that this year will see the planting of many trees, 
the loss of trees in the hurricane was considerable and none 
have ever been replaced. A few swings should also be pur- 
chased this year. The up-keep of the baseball diamond has 
been done by the Highway Department; it is still in very good 
condition, however it should always receive careful attention. 


It is hoped that baseball only will be played at the Noble 
Pines diamond, and that softball will be played at the new 
Memorial Field where there is ample room for two softball 
diamonds. After only one year of our ownership of Memorial 
Field it has met with popular approval of our citizens. In ad- 
dition to football, softball can be played immediately while a 
skating rink is also possible and is now in operation. Con- 
tinued improvements of a permanent nature should make this 
field a community asset. Both of these fields, for the recrea- 
tion of our children as well as for the enjoyment of the specta- 
tors are operated at a low cost and the result obtained probably 
could not be duplicated. 


The Water Department has had an exceedingly busy two 
years. With all of the new construction it has been necessary 
to install many new services. And while the revenue from this 
department has increased, the expenditures involved for ex- 
tended services as well as for maintenance have increased con- 
siderably in the last two years. This department always shows 
a good profit, but this year due to the costs already mentioned 
as well as the needed replacement of equipment in the Superin- 
tendent’s office, and the purchase of a truck and pump, the 
profits this year will be slightly less than anticipated. 


This fall the standpipe underwent badly needed major re- 
pairs for the first time since its construction. The entire area 
inside and out was sandblasted and three coats of paint applied. 
Leaks were welded and caulked.The cost of this work amounted 
to $14,000.00 paid for under Water Works Bonds. 


Realizing that the future of Somersworth lies in the minds 
and hearts of the children of today our school system must al- 
ways receive serious consideration to provide the best that is, 
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for us, financially and physically possible. The problem of clean 
surroundings must receive the attention of the School Board 
and the City Council at all times. With the exception of the 
Burleigh School the physical condition of our schools compares 
very favorably with other cities. 


From reports received by the School Board, the ability and 
interest of our present teaching staff ranks very high. From 
these reports we appear to be fortunate in the schooling our 
children receive. It must be noted that our Public School Sys- 
tem, comprising of one High and two Elementary schools with 
a total enrollment of slightly over 500 children has now reach- 
ed an all-time high in operating expenses of over $100,000.00. 


In many places the income from school athletic contests has 
been less by better than 40%. I mention this because I am 
strongly in favor of a complete athletic program for all the 
children attending our schools. I believe it is the School’s and 
City’s duty to provide such a program because physical exercise 
is advantageous in a child’s life, and such a program should 
be continued even in the light of decreased receipts. Should 
the Athletic Program not be self-supporting then I believe it 
is the duty of the School Board to recommend and request the 
City Council for an appropriation to offset any reasonable de- 
ficit that may be incurred, though we should not be interested in 
commercializing sports for our school children. 


As you all know a proposed new High School has been of 
much interest the past two years because of the appointment of 
a Special Committee to make a study of this problem and to 
report its findings. This report is now complete, and plans 
are ready and have been approved by the Federal Government 
and the State Board of Education. The point has now been 
reached where a decision will have to be made as to whether 
or not we are to build. 


This brings out the matter of financing such a project. I 
have tried, by contacting Senators and Congressmen in Wash- 
ington and the Federal Works Agency in New York if there 
was any possibility of federal money being available for school 
building construction in the next few years. The replies re- 
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ceived were the same. None knew and none cared to guess as 
to that possibility. They all stated that many bills had been 
introduced in the Congress for School] Building Money for Cities 
but that only one had passed the Senate and that one died in 
the House. 


An attempt will again be made in this Congress, the re- 
sults of which are questionable. It is my personal opinion that 
it does not appear as if any such money will be available due 
tc the curtailing of spending by the Federal Government as 
well as due to pressure being brought by the people through- 
out the country for less spending and less taxes. Unless there 
is a strong depression then it appears that receiving Federal 
Aid is very improbable. This, together with the repeal of 
State Aid to Education, which in Somersworth amounted to 
$12,299.00, places the financial problem of building a new school 
up to us. 


For many years the people have requested that action be 
taken in replacing the Burleigh School which was built in 1874. 
This criticism is gaining momentum from day to day. It is 
pointed out that the building is unsanitary; that the lighting is 
inadequate; that some fire hazard exists and it hasn’t a suit- 
able recreation area a modern school requires. 


These bad conditions have been known and admitted by 
the people and the school boards for many years—it is also 
a fact that the present high school has inadequate facilities 
required of an up-to-date school. 


The need of a sizable auditorium for school activities— 
the improvement and enjoyment of civic life such an auditorium 
would provide—all these problems have been studied at length 
by the committee—the study proves and guarantees the need. 
What next? 


It =s my duty and I will watch closely the actions of the 
Congress relating to Federal Aid to School Buildings as well 
as to the possibility of State Aid to Education being returned 
to the cities. Favorable or unfavorable action by either or 
both will greatly affect the financing of a high school building 
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and auditorium which would involve, at least, an expenditure 
of $300,000. 


When we are reasonably sure of these actions two courses 
are open: 1. If financial aid was forthcoming from either or 
both, I would recommend construction immediately. 2. Should 
no financial aid be anticipated, I intend to seek and find by 
some undecided means, the will of the majority of our people 
toward shouldering the whole financial burden after explain- 
ing, as far as humanly possible, what effect a twenty year 
school bond issue, would mean to the future of our city. 


I wish to express my personal opinion on this matter. I 
am convinced of the need of a new school building, convinced, 
because we are morally bound to provide the best education 
we possibly can give our children as well as the necessary fa- 
cilities to accomplish that aim. I question if we are doing our 
duty under the present conditions. 


Convinced, because I believe the proper way to approach 
this problem is to analyze the cost to us in terms of dollars 
as against the results to be gained from improved conditions 
for over 500 children yearly. I ask the people to remember 
and consider seriously that we are thinking of our children, 
the future citizens of Somersworth, in terms of from 50 to 100 
years ahead. I fear we may never have a new school building 
unless we have the courage to take action soon. 


As a firm believer in home rule, in taking care of our own 
problems on a local basis, I say that there is no such thing as 
free money, we must pay for what we get, no one will build 
the school and give it to us—it’s up to the people! 


There is no doubt in my mind an increase in taxes will be 
necessary and, as mentioned before, I will have a statement to 
issue on this subject not too many months from now. 


I ask this question “Are we willing to pay our share of a 
little more taxes or do we choose to deny the children and the 
city this great step forward?” 


I have heard this problem discussed numerous times, I 
have listened to the pros and cons, I have watched with great 
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interest the study made by the special committee—from these 
observations I have become firmly convinced of the need and 
am definitely in favor of building a new High School and Audi- 
torium. I sincerely hope, while in office these next two years, 
to have the privilege of seeing the plans accepted by the people. 


I wish to offer for your consideration the following recom- 
mendations: That a coat of asphalt be laid on High Street 
from Highland Street to the Berwick Bridge. This is in ac- 
cordance with an agreement made with the Government in 
1933. The Government suggests this be done immediately to 
protect this road from getting any worse. 


For your consideration I submit the problem of widening 
Main Street from Fore Street to Bunny’s Diner. This section 
has been a bottleneck to traffic and is getting worse due to 
the increased amount of traffic going to and from our indus- 
tries. The widening could be done by having the telephone 
poles on one side of the treet moved to be in line with the elec- 
tric light poles. This would save from two to three feet. On 
the Westerly side of the Street the banking between the side- 
walk and the road could be cut three feet which could be done 
at very little cost. With parellel parking on both sides of the 
road it would greatly relieve the bad situation now existing. 


The Municipal Building and Highway Department Garage 
are badly in need of paint and this should be done this year. I 
recommend the purchase of a new truck immediately for the 
Highway Department to replace the Mack Truck which is ab- 
solutely worn out. 


I propose to you that we sell the Old City Barn on High 
Street with the understanding that a new building, preferably 
a home, be built on that land. This is to remedy what I be- 
lieve is an eyesore in that particular section of our City. Its 
location is of no use to the City and it is not good business to 
try to repair it. The income would not be sufficient to warrant 
doing this. 


We must take an active interest in Civic affairs and offer 
the services of City departments to make our community more 
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attractive. I recommend the continuance of the planting of 
trees as we have done the past two years. I also recommend 
that we give thought to a small appropriation for a few band 
cencerts in the Summer months. 


I also believe it is our duty as citizens to cooperate in a 
program of Christmas Lighting believing that this cost should 
be shared by all citizens, not only merchants. I am strongly 
in favor of the Council appropriating a small sum toward this 
community enterprise. 


The completion of the beautifying project of the fire ruins 
area on Main Street and its upkeep should be proudly contin- 
ued. 


Gentlemen: To those of you who have worked with me 
in the past and have given me your able assistance, I wish to 
sincerely thank you. To those of you who have today taken 
the oath of office as new members, I herewith extend to you a 
hearty welcome to the City Government. 


I am happy to be working with you and will endeavor to 
keep you informed of the City business by conveying to you 
all available information. It is impossible for one alone to 
accomplish much; therefore, I respectfully request your help 
and cooperation which I feel confident I will receive. Thus, 
with the continued able discharge of their duties by the Depart- 
ment Heads, Boards and Commissions, I am sure we can and 
we will provide the administration expected of us. 


I wish to offer grateful acknowledgment to my fellow citi- 
zens for their endorsement of my past policies which allows me 
to direct the government of out City during the next two 
years; with 


A fervent prayer to God for wisdom, courage and patience 
in the performance of my duties, I hope to be worthy of your 
faith. 


To all the people of Somersworth, its businesses, and its 
indu_tries I wish a most happy and prosperous 1950. 
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Somersworth and Its Origin 


Founding Of The Parish Of Summersworth 


The following are excerpts taken from ‘An HISTORICAL 
SKETCH” compiled by Honorable William D. Knapp, Febru- 
ary 10, 1894. 


The records of the first parish meeting under An Act pass- 
ed by the House of Representatives Decr 19, 1729 is as follows: 

To the freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Parish of 
Summersworth Greeting. 


These are to give notice of a Parish meeting to be held at 
the meeting house in the Parish of Summersworth on Wednes- 
day next the Seventh of this instant January, at ten of the clock 
before noon then & there to choose Parish officers for the Year 
ensuing as the Law directs, and all persons are desired to give 
their attendance at time and place, Dated at Summersworth, 
January Second 1729/30. 


Paul Wentworth 
Jchn Recker Selectmen 
Thomas Wallingford 


A true Entry of the original warrant per Thomas Miller 
Par. Cler. 


The Great Falls Bank was chartered in 1845, with a capital 
of $150,000. The Somersworth Savings Bank was chartered 
the same year. The Somersworth Machine Company was in- 
corporated in 1848, with a capital of $50,000 and built a foundry 
and machine shop at the southerly end of the village beside the 
railroad track. A _ post-office had been established at Great 
Falls by that name in 1825. 


At the annual meeting in March, 1848, several new high- 
ways were asked for, two of them of considerable importance. 
One was from Great Falls westerly, now known as “West High” 
street and the “Gonie Road;” the other from Salmon falls west- 
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erly, by the dwelling-house of Hiram Speed. The town voted 
to lay out the Gonic road, but the Salmon Falls road was in- 
definitely postponed. 


The population, according to the census of 1850, was 4,948. 
According to the report of the town auditors in March, 1850, 
thhe town debt “without anything to meet it” was $4,869.42. 


In 1851 the town voted to have the streets lighted with gas, 
and chose a committee to locate the gas posts, not to exceed 
twenty-five in nmber. 


The land now occupied as Forest Glade Cemetery was pur- 
chased by the town in 1851, for $1,200. The first board of di- 
rectors of the cemetery was chosen November 24, 1851. 


Exercises for the consecration of Forest Glade Cemetery 
were held within the grounds, Sabbath afternoon, October 3, 
1852. The first burial in Forest Glade Cemetery was in Sep- 
tember, 1852, of the body of John Straw. 


The old burying-ground of Somersworth is at Rollinsford 
junction. After the village of Great Falls was established, the 
people used for burials a lot of land between the Horn’s bury- 
ing-ground and Prospect street, which was called the new bury- 
ing ground. In 1869 the town voted that the selectmen authorize 
David H. Buffum to remove the dead bodies now remaining in 
the new burying-ground on Prospect street to Forest Glade 
Cemetery. 


This was done, and the land became a part of the Buffum 
garden. 


The new receiving tomb on West High street was built in 
1873. 


The police court of Somersworth was established by vote 
of the town at the annual meeting, March 9, 1858. 


In 1858 an engine house was built on Pleasant street for 
the accommodation of the only fire-engine owned by the town, 
known as “Conqueror No. 4.’ 
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In 1873 the old brick school-house on Orange street, which 
had served the purposes of a village school-house for nearly 
fifty years, first for a mixed school then for a high and gram- 
mar school, and last for primary grades, was taken down, and 
the new Orange street school-house was completed in 1874, at 
a cost of about $30,000 and an added expense of $13,500, for 
land taken to enlarge the lot. 


The whole number of poll taxes in Somersworth in April, 
1823, was 220. The total valuation of the town by the select- 
men that year was $71,499. Only three estates were valued at 
more than $2,000. These were Joseph Doe, $3,583; Andrew 
Rollins, $2,500, and William W. Rollins, $2,295. 


The Great Falls Manufacturing Company was chartered 
June 11, 1823, w:th an authorized capital of $500,000. An in- 
crease in the capital stock to $1,000,000 was authorized in 1826, 
and in 1827 it was increased to $1,500,000, which is its present 
capital. 


In 1823 the highway, now High street, was laid out, three 
rods wide, and became the way to Dover, instead of the Pro- 
spect street route, which Mr. Wendell described as “very nar- 
row, rough and steep.” 


The Great Falls Manufacturing Company owned all the 
land from the Great Falls hotel south to the Indigo Hill road. 
Main street was opened by the company for a highway, and in 
1827 the town laid out a road, four rods wide, from the meet- 
ing-house to the Indigo Hill road. This gave to Great Falls 
the present highway to Rollinsford Junction. In 1828 that part 
of it which is known as Main street was laid out three rods 
wide, reserving fourteen feet on the westerly side for a side 
walk. 


August 15, 1829, the town voted to give $200 toward build- 
ing the Upper bridge at Great Falls. This was the covered 
bridge which connected Market street with Bridge street in 
Berwick. In 1833 Franklin street was laid out, entending from 
Main street to the main road leading from Great Falls to Do- 
ver. 
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The new road to Dover, by way of Green street, was laid 
out in 1837. 


The next town meeting was held March 8, 1842, “at the 
Vestry under the Congregational Meeting house at Great Falls 
in Somersworth.” At that meeting a new subject came before 
the inhabitants. A new enterprise was asking for admittance to 
old Somersworth, and the town voted “that the Boston and 
Maine Railroad be and hereby are authorized and empowered 
to construct the track of their Rail-Road over and across any 
of the public roads or highways in this town and to make any 
such alterations in any of said highways as will be necessary 
te enable said Rail-Road to construct the track of their said 
Road at right angles across said highway, provided said cross- 
ings and alterations shall be made to the acceptance of the Se- 
lectmen of this town.” 


December 25, 1844, the town voted to purchase a fire- 
engine. January 15, 1845, they voted to build a town-house at 
Great Falls at a cost not exceeding four thousand dollars, to 
be located by a committee. Two attempts were made to re- 
consider this vote. The second attempt was by ballot at the 
annual meeting March 11, 1845. The result of the ballot was 
“in favor of reconsidering and against a Town House, 271; 
against reconsidering and in favor of a Town House, 344.” 


So the battle was fought, and Great Falls won. The next 
annual meeting was held March 10, 1846, “in the Town Hall in 
Somersworth at Great Falls.” 


The Boston & Maine Railroad had been built in 1842 
through Somersworth from Dover to Berwick, and in 1843 a 
branch was built from the old meeting-house about two miles 
to the village of Great Falls. The first passenger train over 
this branch arrived in Great Falls July 4, 1843, amid the boom- 
ing of cannon, firing of crackers, barking of dogs, and generai 
hurrah of the people. Men who are gray now, but were small 
boys then, say they had great fun. 


19 


asuodjaq [LAID Jo 10}JIIIIG, ‘URSO'T 


Q premARH 


20 


City Clerk Berube Swears in Civil Defense Officials 


Local Civil Defense 


The State Civil Defense Agency established by Chapter 
364, Laws of 1949, is designed to cperate on occasion of grave’ 
natural emergency as well as in time of war. 


Under said Laws, the City Council, realizing that in the 
interest of the public welfare and safety, and further, that, 
local Civil Defense, its organization and operation must pri- 
marily be the function and responsibility of the local govern- 
ment, on August 1, 1950 appointed Hayward C. Legan as Loca! 
Director of Civil Defense. Mr. Logan is a former local Police 
Chief, and a former member of the Concord Police Depart- 
ment. 
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City Government 


1950 


Mayor 
City Clerk 


Councilmen 

Ward 1 

Oscar Lemay 

Simeon Rainille 
Ward 2 

Norman A. Fournier 

Louis P, Chasse 
Ward 3 

Roy L, Gardner 

Hector A. Sirois 
Ward 4 

Joseph Aubert 

William J. Vigneault 
Ward 5 

Leon J. Littlefield 

Alfred Perusse 


City Treasurer 
Yvonne D. Turcotte 
Collector of Taxes 
Joseph F. McKeon 
Sanitary Officer 
Peter N, Chasse 
City Messenger 
Albert E. Boisvert 
Probation Officer 
Frank H. Kinsman 


Fence Viewer 
William Krikes 


Field Driver 
Albert J. Nadeau 


Romeo St. Laurent 
Napoleon A. Berube 


Auitors 


Margaret C. O’Connell 
George H. Gould 


Street Commissioner 
Joseph Tanguay 
City Solicitor 

Leo H. Cater 


City Physician 
W. Edmour Precourt, M. D. 


Overseer of the Poor 


Omer T. 


DeRoy 


Plumbing Inspector 
Albert A. Tapscott 


Board of Health 


Omer T. 


DeRoy, 


Chairman 


Peter N. 


Chasse, Clerk 


W.- Eee Precourty Sie 


Municipal Court 


Clovis I; 


Desmarais, Judge 


*William R. Fitts, Clerk 
Charles L. Ingalls, appointed 


4/1/50 


Police Commissioners 
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Charles P. Kinsman, 
Chairman 

Norman T. Hainsworth, 
Clerk, 8/31/50 


William W. Zabrick, Clerk, 


9/1/50 


Police Officers Patrolmen 
Charles A. Parsons, Marshal William J. Orr 
Emil J. Gauvin, Assistant Howard Wooley 


Marshal Frederick Rodney 
* Died 
Department of Public Instruction 
Romeo St. Laurent, Chairman Elizabeth M. Ball, Secretary 
Members 


Elizabeth M. Ball, Angelina Bickford, Louis Landry Joseph 
M. Downey, Anna Bernier 

Appointed by the Council— Harold W. Adams, M. D., Emery 
L. Whitten, Lorenzo T. Ross, Rene A. Morin, James F. 
Malley 


Standing Committees for 1950-1951 
FINANCE — The Mayor, Councilmen Rainville and Fournier 
ROADS, BRIDGES & DRAINS—The Mayor, Councilmen Four- 
nier and Littlefield 

BILLS IN THEIR SECOND READING — Councilmen Chasse, 
Sirois and Vigneault 

ENGROSSED BILLS and RESOLUTIONS — Rainville, Little- 
field and Chasse 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS — Councilmen Lemay, Aubert, Sirois 

CLAIMS and ACCOUNTS — Councilmen Aubert, Gardner and 
Vigneault 

PRINTING — The Mayor, Councilmen Aubert and Gardner 

FIRE — Councilmen Rainville, Lemay and Perusse 

ORDINANCES—The Mayor, Councilmen Gardner and Chasse 

POLES and WIRES — Councilmen Perusse, Sirois and Vig-~ 
neault 

STREET LIGHTS — Gouncilmen Littlefield, Sirois and Chasse 

FOREST GLADE CEMETERY — Councilmen Perusse, Gardner 
and Vigneault 

ELECTIONS and RETURNS — Councilmen Fournier, Lemay 
and Perusse 


Fire Department 
Chief Engineer—Edward A. Caron 
First Deputy Engineer — Albert J. Lessard 
Second Deputy Engineer — John F. Lucey 
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Water Commissioners 
Chairman, Romeo St, Laurent, term expires January, 1952 
Napoleon A. Habel, term expires January, 1953 
Spencer Furbush, term expires January, 1951 
Clerk and Superintendent, John R. Hodsdon, term expires 
December 31, 1950 


Board of Assessors 
Chairman, Roland G. Perreault, term expires January, 1951 
Clerk, Fred J. Coffin, term expires January, 1952 
Placide J. Lagueux, term expires January, 1953 


Public Library Trustees 
Max Isacoff, term expires January, 1952 
Henry P. Mullen, term expires January, 1955 
Celopie Semitros, term expires January, 1953 
Roland A. Jenkins, term expires January 1951 
Gerard Gaudreau, term expires January, 1954 


Forest Glade Cemetery Trustees 
Fred Legro, term expires January, 1951 
Fred H. Brown, term expires January, 1952 
Frank H. Kinsman, term expires January, 1953 
Mary C. Furbush, term expires January, 1954 
Melanie F. Sullivan, term expires January, 1955 


Supervisors of the Checklists 
Chairman, Thomas L. Perron, Clerk, Annie Chasse, Patrick 
Mulvanity, Oliver F. Colburn, Margaret M. Zabrick 


Park Commissioners 


The Mayor, ex-officio, Romeo St. Laurent, Harold W. Adams, 
M. D., term expires April, 1952; W. E. Precourt, M<- D., 
term expires April, 1953; Rene A. Morin, term expires 
April, 1955; William M. Ames, term expires April, 1951 


Weighers of Hay, Coal and Straw 


John R. Hodsdon, Adjutor Turgeon, Leo F. Ruel, Wilfred 
Breton, Leonard Ferland, Grafton J. Covey 


Surveyors of Wood, Bark and Lumber 
William M. Ames, Leo F. Ruel, Wilfred Breton 
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Ordinances-Resolutions-Petitions 


AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCES: 


Revised Laws. Section 13, Paragraph 8. Traffic signal at 
High, Highland and Orange Streets. Passed March 21, 1950. 


Chapter 13, Secticn 19. Ordinance relative to parking ve- 
hicles on Main and Elm Streets. Passed Apr:l 4, 1950. 


Charter 13, Section 16. In re: Stop Signs on Lincoln and 
Maple Sts. Passed November 21, 1950. 


Chapter 13, Section VA 20B. Parking westerly side of West 
Green Street prohibited. Parking northerly side of Sum- 
mei Street prohibited. Passed November 41, 1950. 


Chapter 5, Section 1 and 4 and Chapter 18. In re: Five- 
dollar per week additional compensation due to cost of 
living increases and one dollar per hour for “Regular High- 
way Laborers.” Passed December 13, 1950. 


RESOLUTICNS: 


Autherization of $150,000.00 lcan in anticipation of taxes. 
Passed January 3, 1950. 


Authorization. Land taken by eminent domain for the pur- 
pose of extending water main under Boston & Maine Rail- 
road tracks to Shce Shop on Main St. Passed Marci 
21, 1950. 


Authorization. Committee on Highway to instigate re-sur- 
facing High St. from Highland to Somersworth-Berwick 
Bridge. Passed April 4, 1950. 


Authorization. Appropriation of $1,000.00 for purchase of 
Pleasant St. property. Passed April 4, 1950. 


Authorization of $1,500.00 for purchase of land for a site for 
State Armory. Passed April 11, 1950. 
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Authorization of added appropriation for over-draft 1949 
of $9,779.40. Passed June 23, 1950. 


Authorization of $700.00 additional appropriation for re-sur- 
facing of High and Market Streets. Passed August 1, 
1950. 


Authorization relative to Civil Defense Account (Chapter 
304, Laws of 1949) Appointment of Hayward C. Logan, 
Civil Defense Director for Somersworth. 


Authorization. Comm:ttee on Finance appropriate necessary 
monies for expenses incurred for Court Litigations in re: 
Estate of Sarah A. Rollins, et als. Passed October 3, 1951. 


Authorization to transfer funds from one department to 
another to equalize expenditures. Passed November 21, 
1950. 


Authorization of five-hundred expenditure for Christmas 


Lighting. Passed November 21, 1950. 
Authorization. Extension of $50,000.00 on anticipation note 
due December 26, 1950. Passed December 13, 1950. 


PETITIONS and HEARINGS: 


Nineteen were presented to the City Council, and all peti- 
tions and hearings were either granted or referred to 
their respective Committees with power to act. 
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Reports of City Officials 


CITY CLERK 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit my report for the year ending Decem- 


ber 31, 1950. 
1949 Automobile Registration Permits 
1950 Automobile Registration Permits 
1949 Dog Licenses 
1950 Dog Licenses 
Miscellaneous Licenses: 
Collected by City Clerk: 
Theatre Licenses $250.00 
Bowling Alleys & Pool Room 140.00 
Taxi Licenses 50.00 
Car & Motor Cycle Race Licenses 210.00 
Collected by Charles A. Parsons, City 
Marshal: 
Beano Permits 130.00 


Gun Permits, Junk, Coffee House Licenses 22.00 


Collected by Peter N. Chasse, Sanitary 
Officer: 
Milk Licenses 84.00 
Total Miscellaneous Licenses 


Rent, Pleasant Street Property 
Rent, High Street Garages 
Election File Fees 

Refund Blue Cross & Shield 
Refund Eastern States 

Sale of City Maps 


Total Collections 
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$ 272.57 
16,716.98 
2.00 

195.00 


$ 886.00 


110.00 
19.60 
17.00 
19.80 

6.19 
1.50 


$ 18,246.64 


Remitted to City Treasurer: 


1949 Automobile Registration Permits 272.57 
1950 Automobile Registration Permits 16,716.98 
1949 Dog Licenses 2.00 
1950 Dog Licenses 195.00 
Miscellaneous Licenses 886.00 
Rent, Pleasant Street Property 110.00 
Rent, High Street Garages 19.60 
Election File Fees 17.00 
Refund Blue Cross & Shield 19.80 
Refund Eastern States 6.19 
Sale of City Maps 1.50 

Total Remitted to City Treasurer $ 18,246.64 


Respectfully submitted, 
Napoleon A. Berube, 
City Clerk 


Examined and found correct 
M. C. O’Connell, 
George H. Gould, 
Auditors 
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TAX COLLECTOR 


Somersworth, N. H., December 31, 1950. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and City Council: 


Gentlemen: I submit my annual report for the fisccal year 
ending December 31, 1950. 


Collected and paid to the City Treasurer: 


Year Amount 
1950 $ 240,922.14 
1949 14,779.62 
1949 Interest 133.08 
1948 247.00 
1947 82.00 
1947 Interest 3.00 
1946 16.00 
1945 5.00 
Sundries 
Redemption 1948 and 749 229.56 
Sundries 
Tax Sales Cost 21.46 


SUMMARY OF WARRANT 
LEVY OF 1950 


— DR. — 
Taxes Committed to Collector as of July 1, 1950: 
Property Taxes $ 250,249.13 
Bank Stock 1,573.25 
Added Valuation 2,275.56 
Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 6,504.00 
Total Warrant ——_—— $ 260,601.94 
Added Taxes: 
Property Taxes 105.15 
Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 76.00 
TOTAL DEBITS $ 260,783.09 
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— CR. — 


Remittances to Treasurer during Fiscal 
Year Ending December 31, 1950: 


Property Taxes $ 232,116.18 

Added Valuation Property 2,380.71 

Bank Stock 1,573.25 

Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 4,776.00 

Added Poll—Regular @ $2.00 76.00 
Abatements made during year— 

Property 576.09 
Abatements made during year— 

Poll Taxes 228.00 
Uncollected Taxes as per Collector’s List: 

Property Taxes 17,556.86 

Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 1,500.00 

TOTAL CREDITS ——_—_———— § 260,783.09 


SUMMARY OF WARRANT 
LEVY OF 1949 


— DR. — 
Uncollected Taxes as of January 1, 1950: 
Warrant—Property Taxes $ 14,169.22 
Added Property Taxes 146.20 
Warrant—Poll Taxes 1,488.00 
Added Poll Taxes 40.00 
Interest Collected During Fiscal Year 
Ending December 31, 1950 133.08 
TOTAL DEBITS —_——— $ 15,976.50 
— CR. — 


Remittances to Treasurer during Fiscal 
Year Ending December 31, 1950: 


Property Taxes $ 18,625.42 
‘Added Property 146.20 
Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 968.00 
Added Poll Taxes Regular @ $2.00 40.00 
Interest Collected During Year 133.08 
Abatements made During Year— 

Property 127.60 
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Abatements made During Year— 


Poll Taxes 142.00 
Uncollected Taxes as per Collector’s List: 
Property Taxes 416.20 
Poll Taxes 378.00 
TOTAL CREDITS ——_—_—— §$ 15,976.50 


SUMMARY OF WARRANT 
LEVY OF 1948 


— DR. — 
Uncollected Taxes as per Collector’s List: 
Warrant—Property Taxes $ 125.00 
Warrant—Poll Taxes 282.00 
TOTAL DEBITS a 407.00 
— CR. — 


Remittances to Treasurer during Fiscal 
Year Ending December 31, 1950: 


Property Taxes $ 125.00 
Poll Taxes 122.00 
Abatements made During Year— 
Property 54.00 
Uncollected Taxes as per Collector’s List: 
Poll Taxes 106.00 
TOTAL CREDITS a OS 407.00 


SUMMARY OF WARRANT 
LEVY OF 1947 


— DR. — 
Uncollected Taxes as Collector’s List: 
Property Taxes $ 54.00 
Poll Taxes 96.00 
Interest Collected during Fiscal Year 
Ending December 31,1950: 3.00 
TOTAL DEBITS —_____——. $ 153.00 
— CR. — 


Remittances to Treasurer during Fiscal 
Year Ending December 31, 1950: 
Property Taxes 54.00 
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Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 28.00 


Interest Collected During Year 3.00 
Abatements Poll Taxes 28.00 
Uncollected Taxes as per Collector’s List: 
Poll Taxes 40.00 
TOTAL CREDITS a $ 153.00 
SUMMARY OF WARRANT 
LEVY OF 1946 
— DR. — 
Uncollected Taxes as of January 1, 1950: 
Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 $ 50.00 
TOTAL DEBITS —-—-—— —— _$ 50.00 
— CR. — 
Remittances to Treasurer during Fiscal 
Year Ending December 31, 1950: 
Poll Taxes $ 16.00 
Abatements made during year 8.00 
Uncollected Taxes as per Collector’s List: 
26.00 
TOTAL CREDITS —_—__—— $. 50.00 
SUMMARY OF WARRANT 
LEVY OF 1945 
— DR. — 
Uncollected Taxes as of January 1, 1950: 
Warrant—Poll Taxes $ 93.00 
TOTAL DEBITS ——— 93.00 
— CR. — 
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal 
Year Ending December 31, 1950: 
Poll Taxes—Special @ $5.00 $ 5.00 
Abatements made during Year 
Poll Taxes—Special @ $3.00 54.00 
Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 34.00 
TOTAL CREDITS SS 93.00 


32 


SUMMARY OF WARRANT 
LEVY OF 1944 


ST) Ree 
Urenliocted Taxes as of January 1, a 
1950 $ 40.00 
TOTAL DEBITS —_______——. $ 40.00 
— CR. — 
Abatements made during Year 
Poll Taxes—Regular @ $2.00 $ 16.00 
Poll Taxes—Special @ $3.00 24.00 
TOTAL CREDITS ——___—_—. $ 40.90 
SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS AS OF DEC. 31, 
1950 
DRA 
exer Tax Sales Accounts of Ter of: 
. 1949 1948 
Sales to City During Current Year $ 412.85 
Redemptions ita 3 87.09 $ 134221 
Interest and Cost Collected «= |. 1252 6.74 
Balance of Unredeemed Taxes 325.76 7.385 
TOTAL DEBITS $ ‘A143 7°5 148.30 
— CR. — 
Remittances to Treasurer $ 88.61 $ 140.95 
Unredeemed Taxes 325.76 2376345) 
TOTAL CREDITS $ 414.37 $ 148.30 


Sundries Tax Sales Costs—$21.46 


Respectfully submitted. 
Joseph F. McKeon, 
Tax Collector 


Audited and approved: Approved: 
M. C. O’Connell, Placide J. Lagueux, 
Be H. Gould, Roland G. Perreault, 


Auditors .,,... Fred J. Coffin, Mie 
Board. of Ievceeont 


wy oe: 
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STREET COMMISSIONER’S REPORT 


Somersworth, N. H., December 31, 1950 
To His Honor the Mayor, and members of the City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit my report for the fiscal year ending 
December 31, 1950. 


Throughout the past year the Street Department has car- 
ried out several diversified projects besides the regular work 
which includes the cleaning of Streets, maintaining and repairs 
to the sewer system, the patching and oiling of streets and 
highways, the removal of snow from streets and sidewalks also 
the rural roads, and the sanding of streets and walks. 


During the past year are the following accomplishments 
of the department: 


Sidewalks 
New sidewalks were built on the following streets with 
“Blue Rock Mix.” 


New Dam Road 400 ft. Franklin St. 826 ft. 
Union St. 1826 ft. High St. 945 Tt: 
Pine St. 632 ft. King’s Lane 220 sit 
Green St. 1064 ft. Edmond St. 200 ft. 
Fore St. PAIN G Ge 


A total of 5636 Feet. 


Oiling Streets 
The following streets were oiled: 


Indigo Hill Road Highland St. 
Burke St. Patterson St. 
Lee St. Down St. 
Myrtle St. New Dam Road 
Fore St. Davis St. 
Emery St. Green St. 
Market St. 


Under the T. R. A. appropriations; the following rural 
roads were gravelled and given two treatments of oil: 
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Blackwater Road—Maple St. Extension, and the Lily Pond 
Road. 


Gravel cn Roads and Streets. 
A total of 1304 loads of gravel was put on the following 
roads and streets as follows: 


Blackwater Road 134 Loads Marston Lane 8 Loads 
Drew St. 19 Loads Varney St. 92 Loads 
Laurier St. 63 Loads Lily Pond Road 81 Loads 
Davis St. 82 Loads Rollins St. 60 Loads 
Maple St. Ext. 94 Loads Bennett St. 34 Loads 
Clement Road 39 Loads Rochester Road 22 Loads 
Stackpole Road 117 Loads Lemelin Ct. 74 Loads 
Indigo Hill Road 128 Loads Wiggins Ct. 18 Loads 
Buffumsville Road 76 Loads Otis Road 72 Loads 

Whitehouse 91 Loads 


The continuance of the program of setting out new trees 
was again carried out and approximately 100 trees were set 
out this year. 


The Department as in the past few seasons set out the 
equipment at the Playgrounds and Memorial field, and the 
maintenance and care of the grounds under the direction of 
the Street Commissioner which necessitated the expenditures 
in the department budget of approximately $799.86. 


Labor was supplied also in grading, seeding and care of 
the Main St. Park and also the Christmas Decorating. 


A new roller for sidewalk construction was added to the 
Highway equipment and a new Whirlwind “Grass King” mow- 
ing machine was purchased for the care of the Baseball and 
Football fields. 


Following is an itemized account of Expenditures for the 
year ending December 31, 1950. 


Labor 
Garbage Collections $ 5,590.83 
Street Cleaning 4,250.32 
Oiling Roads 1,442.29 
Bridges Repairs 63.51 
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Football Field 306.39 


Cleaning and Repairing Sewer System 337.82 
Repairs to Trucks 624.04 
Sand Storage for Winter 771.84 
Mixing and Patching Roads 2,310.32 
Cleaning and Repairing Receivers Neu MY spa bs 
Main St. Parks STAT 
Skating Rink 48.15 
Vacations 450.00 
Christmas Labor 247.78 
Stop Signs 11.85 
Cleaning Manholes UT Seze 
Removal and Erection Snow Fence 187.47 
Grading Roads 505.64 
Cleaning Dump 111.16 
Trimming and Cutting Trees 436.73 
Gravel Roads 789.15 
Sanding Walks 623.40 
Sanding Roads 959.91 
Snow Removal Walks 302.24 
Snow Removal Roads 974.50 
Brush Rural Roads 618.03 
Snow Removal Roads 628.77 
Cemetery Trees 149.02 
Noble Playgrounds 493.47 
Sand Country Roads 302.26 

TOTAL LABOR $ 25,008.40 

Supplies 

Fuel $ 745.48 
Truck Maintenance 2,550.80 
Supplies 922.36 
Gas and Oil 2,508.32 
Miscellaneous Ceteu 
Repairs 180.13 
Lights and Telephone 288.06 
Insurance 431.28 
Water 25.20 
Tarvia (Patching) 692.51 
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Salt 482.00 


TOTAL SUPPLIES $ 9,053.85 $ 34,062.25 
In closing I wish to thank the Mayor and members of the 


City Council for the Co-operation accorded me the past year. 


Joseph Tanguay, 
Street Commissioner 


POLICE 


To His Honor the Mayor and His Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


Respectfully submitted herewith is the report of the City 
Marshal for the year ending December 31, 1950. 


Arrests 

Drunkenness 26 
Assaults 4 
Non-support Z 
Breaking and entering (adults) 7 
Aggravated assault 1 
Contributing to the delinquency of juvenile 1 
Resisting an officer 2 
Contempt of court 1 
Defraud by check 2 

Al 


Motor Vehicle Offenses 
Operating under the influence of liquor 2 
Operating without a license 
Operating unregistered auto 
Failure to stop at stop sign 
Unreasonable rate of speed 
Failure to have car inspected 


Rohm RF a 
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Passing on yellow line 

Allowing unlicensed person to operate 
Failing to stop for an officer 

Passing through a traffic light 

Leaving scene of accident 

Operating after license had been revoked 
Misuse of registration plates 

Attempting to operate under the influence 
Parking in restricted area 


Arrests 


Dispositions 
Fines and costs of court paid 
Committed to H. of C. 
Cases dismissed 
Cases continued 
Case on file 
Held for Supreme Court 
Appealed 


Paid after commitment (fines and costs) 


Juvenile Docket 
Breaking and entering 
Placed on probation; settled by parents 
Damaging property 
Damages paid 
Delinquent child (female) on probation 
Juvenile returned to the Laconia State School 


All accidents reported to Police for year 
Autos damaged in accidents 
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Property damaged 

Dogs killed by autos 

Adults injured in auto accidents—minor injuries 

Adults injured in auto accidents—serious injuries 

Minors injured 

Dogs shot by Police 

Dogs hit by autos 

Complaints about dogs 

Assistant to persons 

Assistant to other departments 

Assistant to other Police 

Persons given lodging 

Persons for S. K. 

Doors found unlocked 

Street lights reported out 

Beer license revoked 

Beer license retained 

Fire alarms answered 

Goods reported lost 

Goods recovered 

Goods reported stolen 

Goods recovered 

Minors missing 

Minors recovered 

Adults missing 

Adults recovered 

Juvenile returned to Laconia State School 

Deer killed by auto 

Persons picked up for other Police 

Persons injured by gun shot wound accidents 

A. W. O. L. from army (picked up) 

Breaking and entering 

Breaking and entering (nothing taken) 

Complaints reported ard attended to by Police 
No fatal accidents for the year 1950. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Charles A. Parsons, 


Nm Nw Fe Fe bd 


fad 
ao 
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Chief of Police 
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CITY SOLICITOR 


February 23, 1951 
To the Hcnorable Mayor and City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I hereby submit my report for the period January 1, 1950 
through December 31, 1950. 


During the year the City was free from serious crime. 
The reports of the City Marshal and Clerk of the Municipal 
Court show the number and type of criminal cases prosecuted. 
Additional complaints, not resulting in court action, were in- 
vestigated with the cooperation of the Police Department. 


In the field of civil litigation, it appeared that the City of 
Somersworth had a possible interest in the Estate of Sarah A. 
Rollins. An appeal to the Superior Court has been taken in 
behalf of the City of Somersworth from a decision of the Pro- 
bate Court which would have denied this claim. No civil ac- 
tions are pending against the City. 


During the year routine matters involving the various 
City Departments were handled. In addition, zoning and 
plumbing ordinances are being prepared for presentation. 

Respepctfully submitted, 


Leo H. Cater, 
City Solicitor 
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MUNICIPAL COURT 


December 31, 1950 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit the report of the Municipal Court of the 
City of Somersworth, for the fiscal year ending December 31, 


1950. 


Criminal Docket 
Total number arraigned 
Non-support 
Defraud by check 
Breaking and entering at night-time 
Contempt of Court 
Contributing to Delinquency of a Juvenile 
Aggravated Assault 
Assault 
Drunk 
Resisting Officer 
Leaving Scene of an Accident 
Drunken Driving 
Attempting to Operate M. V. While Under Influence 
of Liquor 


~~ Other: Motor Vehicle Offenses 


Disposition of Cases 
Paid Fines and Costs 
Committed to House of Correction 
Appealed to Superior Court 
Placed on File 
Continued for Sentence 
Held for Superior Court 
Not Guilty 


* 5 Committed and Paid Later 
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Juvenile 
Cases of Delinquent Children 10 


Civil Court 


Total number of Cases Entered 8 


Small Claims Court 
Number of Cases in which Orders have not been Com- 


plied With 10 
Cases Paid in Full 21 
Cases Settled by Agreement 4 
Total Number of Cases Entered oo 


1 
hie 


Receipts from Fines, Costs, Court Fees 


January 1, 1950, Cash on Hand Soe eto re 
January 131.82 
February 130.54 
March, No Receipts Recorded (Wm. Fitts, Deceased) 
April 848.63 
May 182.09 
June . 518.24 
July 171.76 
August 151.85 
September 22ivte 
October 210.59 
November 217.69 
December 117.98 
$ 4,054.20 
Expenditures 
City of Somersworth $ 1,000.00 
Witness Fees 61.48 
State Motor Vehicle Commissioner 2,196.90 
Transportation of Prisoners 165.35 
Supplies 7.08 
Postage 6.60 
Printing 64.47 
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Medical Fees 17.00 


Court Charges 47.40 
Total $ 3,566.28 
Cash on hand December 31, 1950 487.92 
$ 4,054.20 


Respectfully submitted, 


Charles L. Ingalls, 
Clerk 


FOREST GLADE CEMETERY 


Somersworth, N. H., December 31, 1950 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and members of the City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


Herewith we submit a report of the affairs of Forest Glade 
Cemetery for the year ending December 31, 1950 as made up 
by the Clerk. 


Receipts 
Trust Fund Income $ 1,046.62 
Appropriation 4,500.00 
Income 938.60 


$ 6,485.22 
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Expenditures 


Labor $ 4,540.00 
Supplies 1,763.08 
$ 6,303.08 
Balance Unexpended $ 182.14 


Respectfully submitted, 


Melanie W. Sullivan, 
Frank H. Kinsman, 
Fred Legro, 

Mary C. Furbush. 


Forest Glade Cemetery 
Trustees 


CEMETERY TRUST FUNDS 


Forest Glade Cemetery Trust Fund $ 52,071.24 
Forest Glade Cemetery Gate Trust Fund 2,345.95 
Chandler Trust Fund 2,000.00 
Richard Royal Eastman Memorial Prize Fund 132.58 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and members of the City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


In submitting our annual report to you, we find our library, 
under the very capable supervision of our Librarian, Mrs. Leona 
Savithes, to be in superb condition. 


Books and magazines, like all other materials have in- 
creased in cost. To keep our service to the public at the same 
high level as we have in the past, it is easily understood why 
our appropriation must be slightly increased. 


All books and magazines are carefully screened by the 
Librarian before being purchased so that those selected will 
meet the approval of the public and be of service to our patrons. 
The Librarian is to be commended for her excellent choice of 
books and for her unique ability in giving satisfaction to the 
public and yet keeping close to her appropriation limit. 


We are in hopes that in the near future, we shall be al- 
lowed to utilize some of the space in the old council rooms. We 
think it advisable to have shelves erected so that some of the 
older books, not in demand at the present time, can be moved 
upstairs and create more space for the newer books now being 
added. The cost of this improvement would be very little. 


The Trustees, at this time, wish to express their apprecia- 
tion of your excellent co-operation throughout the year. 


Henry P. Mullen, 
Chairman 


Miss Celopie Semitros, 
Roland Jenkins, 

Max Isacoff, 

Gerard Gaudreau, 


Trustees 
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Somersworth, N. H., January 1, 195i 
To The Trustees of The Somersworth Public Library: 


My report for the year 1950 is herewith submitted. 


In presenting this annual report of the Public Library 
much is found that is satisfactory in the work accomplished 
and more that is encouraging. 


Although there was no one particular event or development 
of importance, it proved a successful year. There were no in- 
terruptions in the regular work of the library which was open 
to the public 252 days. 


During the year 18,177 books were loaned for home read- 
ing; on an average one book is returned for every book loaned 
which means over 36,000 books handled on the charging desk 
during the past twelve months. 


Much attention was given to pamphlets, both in their se- 
lection and in discarding undesirable ones. There are move 
than 500 pamphlets on file at present. In a small library, 
pamphlets can well supplement the book collection for latest 
material. 


Our picture collection also received considerable attention. 
We have a collection covering a multitude of subjects; nearly 
all of the pictures are mounted and are used continually. They 
are circulated like the books in the library. 


No record was made of time consumed in assisting patrons 
in their search for answers to radio quizzes, newspaper con- 
tests, telephone questions and cross-word puzzles. Many of 
the “puzzle fans” arrived at 2 p. m. prepared to remain until 
the library closed. Often the questions were so difficult and 
the answers so evasive that it was necessary for the Librarian 
to do considerable research in the morning hours when the 
library was not opepn to the public. 


Among gifts received were books presented by Mrs. Irene 
Wight, Mr. John Uniack, Mrs. Charles Wentworth, Mrs. George 
Varney and Mr. Elias Krinsky. The latter gave us more than 
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one hundred books. Among other gifts was a copy of “The 
Hilltop Echo” from the S. H. S. seniors of 1950. 


We are grateful to Mr. John W. Fullerton for the gift of 
a rare old wall map of Strafford County dated 1851. 


We acquired, through the kindness of Mrs. Fletcher, two 
scrap-books of clippings and old-time Somersworth views and 
a book of records of S. S. S. graduates dating from 1861 to 
1950; these were records which had been made by Mrs. Annie 
Mooney. 


From Mr. Eugene Weeden’s son and daughter we received 
photos and pictures of Great Falls, and material relating to 
the history of this city. 


“Societe des Ecrivains canadiens” in Montreal sent us 
twenty-five volumes written in the French language. These 
books had paper covers and were sent to the bindery to be re- 
bound in cloth. 


Rev. J. F. Happny renewed his subscription to the weekly 
magazine “America.” 


The Somersworth Free Press and Foster’s Daily Democrat 
were supplied by the publishers. 


“The Young Crusader,” published monthly by the “Na- 
tional Woman’s Christian Temperance Union,” was received 
as a gift from the local W. C. T. U. 


“The Woman’s Club of Somersworth” presented a framed 
certificate of “National Award” received “in recognition of the 
contribution made in Build a Better Community Contest.” 


About twenty magazines were received regularly from 
publishers and organizations as gifts. 


The library subscribed to twenty-five magazines. These 
magazines, with few exceptions, are indexed in “‘Readers’ Guide 
to Periodical Literature” which index is issued semi-monthly. 


New books were added to the library once a month during 
the year. 
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The past twelve months turned out an assortment of very 
satisfactory reading material, some of it really memorable. 


According to ‘“Publishers’ Weekly” new books published 
in the United States in 1950 totaled 8,634. 


It is rather difficult to limit a list to twelve favorites, but 
according to our records, the books most in demand were 


Non-Fiction 
Baldwin—I Leap Over the Wall 
Crawford—The Little Princesses 
Hauser—Look Younger, Live Longer 
Ogilvie—My World Is An Island 
Rich—My Neck of the Woods 
Tharp—The Peabody Sisters of Salem 


Fiction 
Bristow—Jubilee Trail 
Costain—Son of a Hundred Kings 
Cronon—Spanish Gardener 
Hersey—The Wall 
Robinson—The Cardinal 
Yerby—Floodtide 


Miss Katherine Stamatouras has done entirely satisfactory 
work as an assistant; she has been most conscientious in the 
performance of her duties. 


At this time I wish to express my appreciation of your 
cooperation during the year. 


The following statistics will provide a report of the work 
accomplished. 


STATISTICAL REPORT 


Number of days open to the public 252 
Hours: 2:00 to 8:00 p.m. Saturdays 
2:00 to 6:00 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays 
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BOOKS 
Volumes in library, January 1, 1950 21,009 
Added during 1950 638 
(By purchase 479, by gifts 159) 
(Adult books 508, Juvenile books 130) 


21,647 
Withdrawn during the year 187 
Volumes in library, January 1, 1951 ¢ 2 tee 21,460 


CIRCULATION OF BOOKS 43. » 
Total number of books loaned Lea 
(Adult books 12,323; Juvenile books 5,854) 


CIRCULATION BY CLASSES 


General works rit 
Philosophy and Religion 250 
Sociology 583 
Language and Literature 405 
Natural Science 387 
Useful and Fine Arts 1,492 
History and Travel 826 
Biography 702 
Magazines 1,158 
Pamphlets 199 
French books ‘pt 
Music 59 
Pictures 50 
Maps 7 
Non-fiction 6,266 
Fiction 11,911 
Total number of books loaned 1S; k0 1 


Respectfully submitted, 


Leona H. Savithes, 
7 Librarian 
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BOARD OF HEALTH 


To H:s Honor, the Mayor, and City Council: 


Gentlemen, I hereby submit my annual report for the fiseal 
year ending December 31, 1950. 


Buried nuisance 158 
Complaints from other sources 75 
Disinfection of houses 10 
Issued 42 milk licenses at $2.00 each $84.00 
Issued 2 milk licenses exempt by law of fee 2 
Contagious disease None 


Peter N. Chasse, 
Sanitary Officer 


WATER WORKS 


Board of Water Commissioners 


Somersworth, New Hampshire 
Gentlemen: 


I respectfully submit to you the report of the Water De- 
partment for the year ended December 31, 1950. 


The follow:ng is an itemized report of the accomplishments 
ef the Department. 


New Services 35 
Old Services Renewed 18 
Services Turned Off or On 20 
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Leaks Checked and Repaired 44 


Meter Readings Checked 65 
Freezeups 3 
Meter Changes 15 
New Meters Installed 30 
Amount of Water Pumped—1950 183,151,500 gallons 
Amount of Water Pumped—1949 156,543,900 gallons 


Due to the extremely dry weather of the past few years, 
a close check and tests of the water table and the wells have 
been made regularly, by consulting engineers. Their report 
has assured us of an ample supply at the present time, with 
the present daily consumption of approximately 500,000 gallons 
daily. 


In the event that the consumption of more than 500,000 
gallons is needed regularly, and the continuance of the proposed 
plans of adding to our main lines yearly, plus the poss‘bility 
of dry weather in the future as we have experienced in the 
past few years, the Commissioners have under consideration 
the possibilities of the construction of a new well to insure 
the safety of the capacity of our water supply. 


Extensions to the mains and installations of hydrants and 
house services from the Bond issues are as follows: 


Rewland Street 


831 Feet of 6” Pipe, 2 Hydrants 12—Ho. Services 
Patricia Street 
128 feet of 6” Pipe 1—Ho. Service 


Laurier Street 
308 Feet of 6” Pipe 


Drew Street 


380 Feet of 6” Pipe 5—Ho. Services 
Main Street 

834 Feet of 6” Pipe, 1 Hydrant 1—Ho. Service 
Blackwater Road 

332 Feet of 6” Pipe, 1 Hydrant 2—Ho. Services 
TOTALS 


2813 Feet of 6” Pipe, 4 Hydrants 21—Ho. Services 
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The following is the Comparative Balance Sheet as sub- 
mitted to the Public Service Commission and also the Com- 
parative Statement of Operations. 


Exhibit A 
Somersworth Water Works 
COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 
As at December 31, 1950 and 1949 
ASSETS 
Increase 
or 
Fixed Assets 19590 1949 Decreases* 
Land $ 2,200.00 $ 2,200.00 $ 
Water Supply Structure 22,491.01 22,491.01 
Pumping Station Struc- 
ture 32,869.20 32,869.20 
Water Supply Equip- 
ment 46,659.34 49,684.64 3,025.30* 
Pumping Station Equip- 
ment 11,199.77 11,199.77 
Purification Equipment 1,076.18 1,076.18 
Water Storage Equip- 
ment 17,683.81 17,683.81 
Distribution Mains 152,491.46 145,252.79 7,238.67 
Services 28,234.69 26,158.79 2,075.90 
Hydrants 12,970.49 12,370.49 600.00 
Meters 15,086.09 13,767.05 1,319.04 
Truck 4,129.84 4,129.84 
Other Equipment 1,087.25 2,430.39 1,343.14* 
Total Fixed Assets $348,179.13 $ 341,313.96 6,865.17 
Current Assets 
Cash Bond Issue— 
New Extensions $ 247.49 $. 9 T7,231A1 6,983.62* 
Cash Bond Issue— 
Standpipe 1,228.58 1,228.58* 
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Material and Supplies 8,756.54 7,260.93 1,495.61 
Accounts Receivable 12,094.02 9,810.21 2,283.81 


Total Current Assets 21,098.05 25,530.83 4,432.78* 


TOTAL ASSETS $ 369,277.18 $ 366,844.79 $ 2,432.39 


LIABILITIES 


Capital Liabilities 
Municipal Investment $100,392.79 $100,392.79 $ 
Funded Debt 64,000.00 74,000.00 10,000.00* 


Total Capital Liabil- 


ities 164,392.79 174,392.79 10,000.00* 
Contributions to Aid in 

Construction 21,420.35 21,420.35 
Accrued Interest 30.00 30.00 
Reserve for Depreciation 152,287.02 145,769.42 6,517.60 


Surplus 51914 5,02 29,202.20 5,914.79 


TOTAL LIABIL- 
ITIES $ 369,277.18 $ 366,844.79 $ 2,432.39 


‘ Denotes Red 


“ 


Exhibit B 
Somersworth Water Works 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS 
For the Fiscal Years Ended December 31, 1950 and 1949 


Increase 
or 
Income 1950 1949 Decrease* 
Commercial Sales and 
Job Work $ 43,292.76 $ 38,130.30 $ 5,162.46 
Operating Expenses 
Pumping Station, Labor 1,471.95 1,487.50 15.55* 
Pumping Station, Expense 1757.00 456.88 300.12 
Power Purchase 3,864.94 3,293.04 571.90 
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Superintendence 1,612.00 1,612.00 


Distribution—Labor 178.08 252.00 Toe 
Distribution of Supplies 227.85 419.40 191.55* 
Repairs to Mains 613.06 914.32 301.26* 
Repairs to Services 761.49 612.02 149.47 
Repairs to Water Storage 

Equipment (Note) 2,768.83 2,768.83 
Repairs to Hydrants 414,22 373.20 41.02 
Repairs to Meters 395.50 242.77 152.8 
Repairs to Wells 579.78 375.74 204.04 
Office Salaries and Ex- 

pense 1,320.20 LATIS3 91.63 * 
General Expense 730.99 900.00 169.01* 
Insurance 118.75 255.50 136.757 
Shop Expense 764.67 445.16 319.51 
Truck Expense 316.80 239.81 76.99 
Interest JED 2b 20 1,103.75 422.50 
Purification Expense 116.00 116.00 


Total Operating Ex- 
penses 18,538.36 14,394.92 4,143.44 


Net Income Before De- 


preciation 24,754.40 23,100.00 1,019.02 

Depreciation 6,517.60 5,512.58 1,005.02 

Net Income for the Year 18,236.80 18,222.80 14.09 
Balance of Cash appro- 


priated by City Tnoce.0 12,286.93 35.08 


INCREASE IN 
SURPLUS S B59 1AN19 ) aD oo ot 21.08* 
* Denotes Red 


Note: The repairs to the standpipe are being written off over 
a five year period. 


Respectfully submitted, 
John R. Hodsdon, 
Superintendent 
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FIRE CHIEF 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


In compliance with the ordinance, and in behalf of the 
Board of Engineers, I submit the following report of Somers- 
worth Fire Department for year ending December 31, 1950. 


The Somersworth Fire Department answered 112 calls 
during 1950 which were as follows: 


Residential 40 
Factories 5 
Grass and Brush Calls 
including City Dump 44 
Vehicles 7 
False Alarms 3 
Outside Calls 4 
Pole Fires 5 
Accident 1 
Smoke Scares 3 
149DZ 
Still Alarms 44 
Total 156 


Respectfully submitted, 


Edward A. Caron, 
Chief 


55 


OF 06EST 
Cecléel 


GS SOLOT S8T GL LVG9 


GV SOFT 
8V'sggT 
8S°S8cl 
F6 SLIT 
OF GEST 
GG'6ECT 


8 EoLT 


€°L6PI 
066081 
E8°SEII 
SP SPS 
IS°LLPT 

1240, 


9T 9S TES 
Lb SLIEGES 
GT 68° 6S7 
2 Se Es tc 
8T LG 0&9 
|G SP Aa yee 
9T v6oTs9 
LT 66699 
VI GIc6r 
2L 90-LES 
Lt VV ES9 
VI LIUVLY 
JO cc | 
“ON ‘sus 


69T 84 SV L86e Og 


GL 
ut 


pe 


ite) 


SON O&O OD LO 


jo 
ON 


89° EGE 
IG 98S 
9G°8TE 
GLVOE 
00°99 
GLO8& 


0S'99P 


00°275 
OL'86T 
09° V6T 
IL'S&T 
OO'TPE 
xo 
“Ue 


GV 


Gv 
cv 
cv 
LY 
LY 
jo 
‘ON 


00°6a19 


69686 
6G GaP 
69 087 
T0'8LP 
69° 68h 
VG S0G 


GTVLg 


60°6Sg 
08°009 
86 SOP 
80°LPG 
vVG'0G9 


OL'OVE 


GLSsé 
pov 
CT'LS 
09°6 

VaLV 
cSéT 


46°04 


80°0S 
GL8T 
08°66 
0686 
OSGI 


96 611V 


OS TSE 


00°S96 
8LT&& 
60°696 
VOS8LP 
66° 8&6 


GS'OTs 


IT OLP 
G8°G9G 
61608 
G0 697 
6P' TSE 


‘VV O XHHO 09a 


seinjipuedxy eN 


ddUBISISSY I3Y PIO BF Joyey Polqg uo spunjey 


OS V9L Taare OOLIL 


OS'CST PALIT 
GaLOZG 00°S 
6T'L 
OS TI 
Gaol 
(dq) 
00°'6VT PE'86 
(H) 
9G°Sal 
GV6rl 8°88 
00°S¢ O9LT 
vO 
OS'S 
OD LG O69 
‘dsoH ‘poy 


LYOddad ASVO AAITHY LOAYIC 
OS6T — LNAWLYVddd AdITAY 8 AYVATOM 


wOOd GHL HO WAASUAAO 


00'7L 
00°9L 
00°'TL 
00°62 
00°TL 
00°'TL 


00°FS 


00°TS 
00°FF 
00'TS 
00°TS 
00°FL 
quay 


VEGPP 88901 


0G 9L 
LO'SL 
86°16 
GEG 
98°6 

6G LI 


6S 6 


Lot 
90°98 
99°69 
6T'6G 
80°6S 
[enw 


68°LT 
LOTS 


LI'86 


Gov 
v8'9 
96 TT 
OS'9T 


1D 


9T'E69E$ 


06 0TE 
00°'SLE 
00°9VE 
00°T0E 
00°S0F 
00°'E8E 


9L'9GE 


00°S0E 
00°S96 
00°096 
00°9LT 
00'TVS 
"O1D) 


I00q JO 199SI9AO 
‘Aoyod “\L tewo 


Pa V909T 0G¢6I—pepuedxy JunowYy JeN 
V8'EL9 tT OO6€ LI & PF8VED 09°86 6eZIT SO'PE OO'TEF $ 


LYOddu GIV SUAIGTOS 


CITY TREASURER 


Gentlemen of the City Counc:l: 


The City Treasurer herewith submits his report for the 


year ending December, 1950. 


TREASURER, IN ACCOUNT WITH THE CITY OF 
SOMERSWORTH, N. H. 


DR. 

To Cash Balance 

Jan. 1, 1950 $ 10,862.85 
Auto Taxes, 1949 2712.57 
Auto Taxes, 1950 16,716.98 
Cemetery Trust 

Funds Income, 1,046.62 
Cemetery Income, 938.60 
Chandler Building, 540.00 
Chandler Fund 

Inctsme, 40.20 
City Hall, 3,120.00 
Dog Licenses, 1949 2.00 
Dog Licenses, 1950 195.00 
Miscellaneous 

Licenses, 886.00 
Notes Payable, 200,000.00 
Police Court Fees, 1,000.00 
State of New 

Hampshire, 8,221.43 
Sundries, 11,900.61 
Taxes 1945 5.00 
Taxes 1946 16.00 
Taxes 1947 82.00 
Taxes 1948 247.00 
Taxes 1949 14,779.62 
Taxes 1950 240,922.14 
Water Works, 41,716.63 
Old City Barn, 330.00 
Rent Garages 

Old City Barn, 19.60 


CR. 

Bonds, $ 
Cemetery, 
Chandler Building, 
City Hall, 
County Tax, 
Fire Department, 
Health, 
Highways, 
Highway Equip- 

ment, 
Hydrant, 
Income Tax, 
Interest, 
Lights, 
Macadamizing, 
Miscellaneous, 
Municipal Building, 
Notes Payable, 


Outstanding Checks, 


Police, 

Public Library, 
Printing, 
Salaries, 
&chools, 
state. RoeA: 
Sundries, 

Tax Purchases, 
Water Works, 
Welfare and Relief, 
Workmen’s 
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10,000.00 
6,117.38 
651.38 
21.00 
23,128.82 
7,449.39 
14.25 
32,364.97 


3,339.55 
4,000.00 


~ 10,038.43 


3,567.08 
10,177.59 
2,231.37 
2,228.90 
1,367.50 


201,250.00 


2,265.40 
25,511.91 
3,332.95 
1,580.32 
25,265.74 
97,748.23 
514.98 
11,839.63 
412.85 
28,798.19 
16,180.71 


DR. 

STATE OF N. H. ITEMS 
Railroad Tax, igi 
Savings Bank Tax, 1,641.88 
Interest and Dividend 


Tax, 4,858.30 


$ 8,221.43 


SUNDRIES ITEMS 
Highway Depart- 


ment, 776.20 
School Depart- 

ment, 2,466.08 
Fire Department, 31.50 
Rent Highway 

Equipment, 270.00 
Reimbursement 

School Lunch, 3,934.84 
Police Dept. Damage 

Traffic Lt. 225.00 
Rent Pleasant St. 

Property, 110.00 
Refund Direct 

Relief, 51.00 
Refund Probation 

Dents NewH: 1,025.76 
Refund Old Age 

Assistance, 236.09 
Refund Tel City 

Marshal, 97.10 
Refund Eastern 

States, 6.19 
Refund Blue Cross, 19.80 
Interest on 

Taxes, 1947 3.00 
Interest on 

Taxes, 1949 133.08 
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CR. 
Compensation, 999.26 
Court Litiga- 
tions, 78.58 
Re-surfacing High 
and Market Sts. 3,680.22 
Seacoast Region, 100.00 


Total $ 536,256.58 


SUNDRIES ITEMS 


Memorial Day, 600.00 
Repairs on Public 

Buildings, 1,732.09 
Pksvaccmbeyas: 2,510.98 
Band Concerts, 450.00 
Blue Cross & 

Shield, 1,503.45 
Christmas Light- 

ing, 500.00 
Fire Hose, 665.00 
Municipal Real 

Estate, [83:24 
Power Mower, 528.00 
Soldiers’ Aid 566.84 
Special Appropriations: 

Trees, $500.00; 

Land Re; Armory, 

$1,500.00 2,000.00 
Total Sundries $ 11,839.63 


DR. 

Sales of old 
motor, 

Sales of Junk, 

Sales: of Maps, 

Redemption 
Tax, 1948 

Redemption 
Tax 1049 

1944 Tax Sale 
Cost, 

Reimbursement, 
City of Roches- 
ter, Forest Fire 
Pay-roll, 

Election File 
Fees, 

Checks charged to 
Water Acc’t. by 
error, transf. from 
Construction 

Excess of transfer 
from Gen. Fund to 
Water Const. 


10.00 
8.00 
1.50 

140.95 

88.61 


21.46 


338.20 


17.00 


637.73 


1,251.52 


Total Sundries $ 11,900.61 


Total Receipts $ 553,860.85 


In Somersworth Savings Bank: 


Forest Glade Cem. 


Trust Fund, Ye Eee! 


Forest Glade Cem. 
Gate Trust Fund, 

Chandler Trust 
Fund, 

Richard Royal East- 
man Memorial 
Prize Fund, 


2,345.95 


2,000.00 


132.58 
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CR. 


By balance on 
hand, 


Total 


Yvonne Turcotte, 


17,604.27 


$ 553,860.85 


City Treasurer 


PLAYGROUND DIRECTOR 


To the Honorable Mayor and Playground Commission: 


My report for the 1950 playground season is herewith 
presented. 


The members of the playground staff planned a varied 
program designed to reach all the youth of our community. 
From the middle of June until early September daily activities 
were scheduled to attract children of all ages through the 
medium of fun and recreation of all. 


Realizing that baseball is the core of successful play- 
grounds, two separate leagues were immediately organized. 
Through the cooperation of Somersworth Merchants and manu- 
facturing concerns twelve teams were uniformed. At least 
two games were played daily by over one hundred boys rang- 
ing in age from five to sixteen. All star teams enjoyed weekly 
games with Rochester, Dover and Camp Fatima. The grand 
climax was reached on closing day when close to three thousand 
citizens of Somersworth and Berwick were thrilled by the 
Championship game in the midget league. 


Daily activities included tennis, ping pong, horseshoes, bat 
ball, basketball, suffleboard, touch football, badminton, and 
softball. Special weekly activities which proved very success- 
ful were pet shows, talent shows, costume parties, hikes, and 
picnics, track and field events, trips to Fenway Park and 
Braves Field for 125 boys, a Soap Box Derby, and an all day 
outing to Milton for the girls were highlights of the season. 


The Misses Mary Harrity and Marie Meiklejohn supervised 
the children’s area surrounding the swimming pool. Swings, 
teeter board’s, a merry-go-round, sand boxes and many games 
were provided for the smaller children. In addition, handi- 
craft, daily swimming lessons, tennis, reading, group singing 
and many other activities motivated the hundreds who were 
in daily attendance. 


Twilight baseball, tennis, shuffleboard, ping pong, and bad- 
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minton under lights, and weekly band concerts drew hundreds 
to the Noble Pines every evening. 


The closing day program, sponsored jointly by Playgrounds 
Incorporated and Somersworth Playgrounds; included fire 
works, a band concert, field day events, refreshments, baby 
shows, election and installation of a Playground Mayor, and 
championship events in baseball, tennis, horseshoes, foul shoot- 
ing and ping pong. 


Playgrounds incorporated provided the funds for the clos- 
ing day program, donated equipment for tennis, and presented 
spending money to the youngsters who traveled to Boston and 
to Milton. Mr. Armand St. Hilaire made possible the baseball 
trip to Boston. 


Whatever success was attained could not have been pos- 
‘sible without the cooperation and assistance of Jeffrey Fran- 
‘coeur, Robert Dumais, Mary Harrity and Marie Meikeljohn, 
playground supervisors. 


In closing I wish to thank the Mayor and members of the 
Playground Commission for their sincere cooperation. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Dale G. O’Connell, 
Director 
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CIVIL ENGINEER 


December 28, 1950 
City of Somersworth, N. H. 
Gentlemen; Att. Mayor St. Laurent 


During this year the following construction program has 
been completed under my supervision. 


WATER SYSTEM EXTENSIONS 
Work by Ames Construction Co. 


Hyd. Ser. 
Rowland Street 831 feet of 6” pipe, Z 12 
Patricia Street 128 feet of 6” pipe, 1 
Laurier Street 308 feet of 6” pipe, 
Drew Street 380 feet of 6” pipe, 5 
Main Street 834 feet of 6” pipe, 1 ye 
Blackwater Rd. 332 feet of 6” pipe, ii 2 
W. High Street 128 feet of 6” pipe, Mu 
Totals 2941 feet of 6” pipe,. 4 24 
Hyd.—Hydrants. Ser.—Services. 


SEWERAGE SYSTEM EXTENSIONS 
Work by Ames Construction Co. 


M. H. Gob: 
Rowland Street 440 feet of 10” pipe, 3 
Rowland Street 627 feet of 8” pipe, 
Patricia Street 118 feet of 8” pipe, 1 
Laurier Street 297 feet of 8” pipe, 1 
Drew Street 222 feet of 8” pipe, 1 2 
Lemelin Court 4 
Davis Street 6 
Main Street 42 feet of 8” pipe, 
Buffumsville Rd. 4 
Blackwater Rd. Jom eCela0l ans ae D)] Pe mee 
Tolals 2019 feet of pipe, 7 16 


M. H.—Manholes. C..5B:—C, Basins: 
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Re-Surfacing MARKET and HIGH STREETS 


Work by Robie Construction Co. 
Total 10,130 Square Yards of Surface. 


Respectfully submitted, 
H,. V. Sheahan, 
Engineer 
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Bonded !ndebtedness 


WATER BONDS 


Pursuant to a unanimous vote of the City Council at a 
meeting held July 19, 1948, the City Treasurer and the Com- 
mittee on Finance were authorized to issue $29,000.00 bonds 
for improvement of a permanent nature to the city’s water sys- 
tem, said bonds to be dated July 1, 1948 and to be payable 
July 1, $8,000.00 in 1949 and $7,000.00 in each of the years 1950, 
7951 and 1252 inclusive. 


Rate—1-% % 


Date issued Amt. issued Amt. redeemed Outstanding 7-1-49 


July 1, 1948 29,000.00 $15,000.00 $14,000.60 
MATURITIES 
Due Date Principal Interest 
oie lod 122.50 
July 1, 1951 7,000.00 122.50 
Jan. 1, 1952 61.25 
July 1, 1952 7,000.00 61:25 


$ 14,000.00 $ 367.50 


SEWER BONDS 


Pursuant to a unanimous vote of the City Council at the 
meeting held July 19, 1948, the City Treasurer and the Com- 
mittee on Finance were authorized to issue $31,000.00 bonds 
for improvements of a permanent nature to the City’s Sewer 
system to be dated July 1, 1948 and to be payable July 1, $10,- 
000.00 in 1949 and $7,000.00 in each of the years 1950, 1951 and 
1952 inclusive. 


Rate—1-%4 % 


Date issued Amt. issued Amt. redeemed Outstanding 7-1-50 
July 1, 1948 $31,000.00 $17,000.00 $14,000.00 
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MATURITIES 


Due Date Principal Interest 
Jan. 1, 1951 122.50 
July 1, 1951 7,000.00 122.50 
Janst, 1952 61.25 
July 1, 1952 7,000.00 61.25 


$ 14,000.00 $ 367.50 


WATER WORKS IMPROVEMENT AND 
EXTENSION BONDS 


Pursuant to a unanimous vote of the City Courcil of the 
City of Somersworth, New Hampshire, at a meeting held April 
18, 1949, the Finance Committee of the City Council and City 
Treasurer were authorized to prepare and sell $53,000.00 Water 
Works Improvement and Extension Bonds, (nos. 1 to 53) dated 
June 1, 1949, payable June 1, $3,000.0!; in 1950 to 1962 and $2,- 
000.00 in 1963 to 1969. 


Rate 2-4% 


Outstanding 
Date issued Amt. issued Amt. redeemed 6-1-50 
Junel, 1949 $53,000.00 $3,000.00 $50,000.00 
Due Date Principal Interest 
June 1, 1951 $ 3,000.00 $ 562.50 
Dec. 1, 1951 528.75 
June 1, 1952 3,000.00 528.75 
Dec. 1, 1952 495.00 
June 1, 19538 3,000.00 495.00 
Dec. 1, 1953 461.25 
June 1, 1954 3,000.00 461.25 
Dec. 1, 1954 427.50 
June 1, 1955 3,000.00 427.50 
Déc; 1.51955 393.75 
vune 1, 1956 3,000.00 393.75 
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Dec. 1, 1956 360.09 
dune 1, 1957 3,000.00 360.00 
eC LoD: 326.25 
June 1, 1958 3,000.00 326.25 
Dec. 1, 1958 292.00 
June 1, 1959 . 8,000.00 292.50 
Dec, 1,.1959 258.75 
Jure 1, 1960 3,000.00 258.75 
Dec. 1, 1960 225.00 
June 1, 1961 3,000.00 225.00 
Dec. 1, 1961 191.25 
June 1, 1962 3,000.00 191.25 
Dec. 1, 1962 157.50 
June 1, 1963 2,000.00 157.50 
Dec. 1, 1963 135.00 
June 1, 1964 2,000.00 135.00 
Dec. 1, 1964 112.50 
June 1, 1965 2,000.00 112.50 
Dec. 1, 1965 90.00 
June 1, 1966 2,000.00 90.00 
Decree 1966 67.59 
June 1, 1967 2,000.00 67.59 
Dec 1571967 45.00 
June 1, 1968 2,000.00 45.00 
Dec. 1, 1968 22.50 
June 1, 1969 2,000.00 22.50 


$ 47,000.00 $ 10,222.50 


SEWER AND SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION AND 
EXTENSION BONDS 


Pursuant to a unanimous vote of the City Council of the 
City of Somersworth, N. H., at a meeting held April 18, 1949, 
the Finance Committee of the City Council and City Treasurer 
were authorized to prepare and sell $37,000.00 and $10,000.09 
a total of $47,000.00 Sewer Extension and Sidewalk Construc- 
tion Bonds, Nos. 1 to 47 dated June 1, 1949, payable June 1, 
$3,000.00 in 1950 to 1956 and $2,000.00 in 1957 to 1969. 
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Date issued 


1949 $47,000.00 


June l, 

Due Date 
June 1, 1951 
Dee; 1, 1951 
June 1, 1952 
Deceel 41952 
June 1, 1953 
Dec. 1, 1953 
June 1, 1954 
Dee Lee Lob4 
June 1, 1955 
Dee. 1, 1955 
June 1, 1956 
Dec. 1, 1956 
sune 1, 1957 
Dees; 1957 
June 1, 1958 
Dec. 1, 1958 
dune 1, 1959 
Dec. 1, 1959 
June 1, 1960 
Dec. 1, 1960 
June 1, 1961 
Dec... 1; 1961 
June 1, 1962 
Dec. 71571962 
June 1, 1963 
Dec. 1, 1963 
June 1, 1964 
Dec. 1, 1964 
June 1, 1965 
Dec. 1, 1965 
June 1, 1966 
Dec. 1, 1966 
dune 1, 1967 
Decse 121967 


Rate 244% 


Amt. redeemed 
$3,000.00 
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Outstanding 
6-1-50 
$44,000.00 
Principal Interest 
3,000.00 495.00 
461.25 
3,000.00 461.25 
427.50 
3,000.00 427.50 
393.75 
3,000.00 393.75 
360.00 
3,000.00 360.00 
326.20 
3,000.00 326.25 
292.50 
3,090.00 292.50 
270.00 
3,090.00 270.00 
: 247.25 
3,090.00 247.25 
225.00 
3,000.00 225.00 
202.50 
3,000.00 202.50 
180.00 
3,000.00 180.00 
157.50 
3,000.00 157.50 
135.00 
3,000.00 135.00 
112.50 
3,000.00 112.50 
90.00 
3,000.00 90.00 
67.50 
3.000.00 67.59 
15.00 


June 1, 1968 
Dec. 1, 1968 
Jeune 1, 1969 


$ 44,000.00 $ 8,627.00 


Valuation 
1949 

Real Estate § 4,181,825.00 
Growing Wood and Timber 200.00 
Electric Plants 985,950.00 
Horses (16) 1,500.00 
Cows (170) 17,000.00 
Other neat stock (3) 300.00 
Hogs 
Fowls (4595) 4,595.00 
Value of Wood and Lumber 3,470.00 
Gasloine pumps and tanks 3,940.00 
Value of stock in trade 888,970.00 
Mills, machinery and fac- 

tories 626,455.00 


$ 6,719,205.00 
Soldiers’ exemptions 


Net Valuation 
Somersworth National Bank 


780 shares 780.00 
Somersworth First National Bank 

777 snares 777.00 
Rochester First National Bank 
25 shares 6.25 
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3,000.00 45.00 
22.50 
3,000.00 22.50 


1950 
$ 4,389,300.00 


927,100.00 
1,300.00 (14 ) 
14,800.00 (148 ) 

190. CONC sa) 

425.00 (17 ) 

2,400.00 (2400) 
2,625.00 
4,000.00 
892,000.00 


816,740.00 


$ 7,051,390.00 
287,900.00 


$ 6,763,490.00 
790.00 (790 ) 
790.00 (777 ) 


6.25 (25) 
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SOMERSWORTH GROWING! 


An increese cf about 12% in population in the last few 
years coupled with the favorable industrial picture is evi- 
dence ci Somersworth’s “cecmeback.” From a decline in 
population frcm about 7800 people in the early 1900’s to 
slightly over 6200 in 1940, the 1950 census shows a sub- 
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stantial gain cr over 700 people. 


Davis street 


Edmond road 


HOUSING 


Further evidences of the growth of the City are the several 
housing developments in different sections of the City 
noted in the past three years—projects unheard of in Som- 
ersworth for many, many years. Approximately 175 new 
single dwellings have been built during the past three 
years. 


Varney street 
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Major Industries 


Somersworth has been primarily an industrial community 
ever since the Great Falls Manufacturing Company began 
building here in 1823. Today the city enjoys the ideal situa- 
tion of having many diversified industries to help maintain 
its well-balanced economy. Ninety per cent of the workers in 
four shoe shops, three textile mills and the bleachery are local 
residents—nearly one-third of our 7,000 population. 


The nine major industries in the city paid a total in 
excess of eight million dollars to their workers during the year 
1950. The average weekly payroll to 3,183 employees in 
December was $165,000. 


Since 1946 there have been few layoffs and no shutdowns. 
Industry has expanded until there remains not a single square 
foot of floor space available to prospective new occupants. 


A prime example of the rapid growth of local industry is 
the General Electric Company’s Somersworth plant. Beginning 
the year with 896 employees at an annual payroll of $1,821,000, 
GE reported in December the employment of 1506 at an annual 
rate of $4,250,000. 


In addition to payrolls, local company purchases of supplies 
and equipment have been of considerable value to the com- 
munity. General Electric’s purchases alone averaged $1,000 
a day throughout the year. 


Here on the following eight pages, as a partial tribute to 
our industrial family, are illustrated sketches of Somersworth’s 
major industries. 
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GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 


The Somersworth General Electric Plant is one of the most 
recent industries to enter our community and the largest at the 
present time. Beginning its operations here with a handful of 
employees in 1945, it has experienced a steady growth in the 
manufacture of electrical time switches and watthour meters. 
At the present time, the company is situated in the modern 
factory operated during World War II by the Portsmouth Naval 
Yard, having moved there in 1947 from limited facilities in the 
Collea Building. 


Thus today, Somersworth can look back upon six years of 
friendly relations with General Electric. Our growth asa city in 
that period is, in many respects, due to G. E.’s growth as an 
industrial family in which many of our citizens have a share. 


General Electric’s Somersworth unit has been under the 
plant management of Leo P. Hannaway and is a part of G. E.’s 
Meter and Instrument Division with headquarters in West 
Lynn, Mass. 


Cotlea Corporation, owner 


A L Textile, Inc., occupant 


The Collea Corporation, since 1936 manufacturers of sub- 
stitutes for leather, has lately been marking time “because of 
present conditions.” Government control of important com- 
modities—rubter and other chemicals used in their manufactur- 
ing process—has cut operations to a bare maintenance crew. 


The corpcration owns a large part of the old Great Falls 
Mfg. Co. mills, however, including the buildings housing A L 
Textile, Inc., manufacturers of quality worsteds, and Weiss- 
Lawrence, Inc. 


Harry H. Meadeyx is president of the corporation, H. Dwight 
Meader vice-president and treasurer. Rene de l’Etoile serves 
as superintendent and Alice de l|’Etoile, clerk. 


Weiss-Lawrence 


Weiss-Lawrence, Ine. turns out 2-3,000 hand laced mocea- 
sins and hand soled loafers per day. Occupying that part of 
the old Great Falls Mfg. Co. mill nearest GE, the company em- 
ploys about 250 at an average weekly payroll of $8,000. Ted 
Weiss and Charles Lawrence started the business three years 
ago, have boosted it to a million dollar annual gross. 


A L Textile, Inc. 


Weiss - Lawrence, Inc, 


Somersworth Shoe 


The Somersworth Shoe Co., Inc., Harry Stein, president 
and treasurer, produces women’s novelty cemented shoes on 
80,000 square feet of floor space. Mr. Stein first rented one 
floor when he, came to Somersworth in 1935, bought the build- 
ing from the Great Falls Realty Co. in 1945. Somersworth 
Shoe employs 450 (including 280 women), 60% of whom 
are local residents. 


Somersworth Wood Heei 


In 1943, Mr. Stein bought out the U. S. Wood Heel Co. and 
established the Somersworth Wood Heel Co., housed on the 
first floor of his building. He makes wood heel covering, using 
10,000 square feet of floor space and employ:ng 45 women, 15 
men, nearly all of whom live in this city. 


Dover Shoe 


The Dover Shoe Manufacturing Co. employs 350, has been 
making women’s casuals for twelve years in the old building 
opposite Holy Trinity church on the corner of Main street and 
Indigo Hill road. David Saxe is president and treasurer; H. V. 
Saxe, vice-president; and Saul Shuman, assistant treasurer. 
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Inc. 
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Somersworth Shoe Co. 


Co. 


ing 


‘Dover Shoe Manufactur 


The Bleachery 


The Great Falls Bleachery and Dye Works, Ine. operates 
the oldest and one of the most respected industries in the city. 
Built in 1823 by the Great Falls Mfg. Co., it has been operated 
as a bleachery almost continuously since. The plant went from 
Great Falls to Dwight Mfg. Co., then to Nashua Mfg. Co. 
H. O. Jackson and associates bought it April 1, 1933. 


Mr. Jackson is treasurer and general manager, W. H. 
Hinman is president of the company. R. C. Jackson serves as 
engineer and N. T. Hainsworth is superintendent. 


Employizg an average of 300 men and women, most of 
whom are local residents, the Bleachery engages in the dyeing, 
bleaching, and finishing of all cotton piece goods. They cater 
tc the shoe, dress goods, counter, rubber, and auto trades, with 
emphasis on industrial fabrics. They also do sanforizing, mil- 
dew-proofing, and waterproofing. 

During World War II the Bleachery fulfilled government 
contracts for the chemical warfare and other branches of the 
service. 


Baxter Woolen 


The Baxter Woolen Co., Inc., Charles E. Baxter president 
and treasurer, has been manufacturing 100% wool piece goods 
since 1941. They concentrated on fine tweeds at first, more 
recently turned to fabrics for the heavy outerwear trade, and 
this year began working on a substantial government contract. 


Mr. Baxter operated a plant in Millbury, Mass. for many 
years. There was a great deal to be done to the obsolete 
factory in New Dam when he took it over. But today Baxter’s 
is practically new, the best-equipped small woolen mill in the 
world. An average of 110 men, 40 women, nearly all local 
residents, work in 40,000 square feet of space. 


78 


Tl2. 


if 
wak 


k 


Sd 


ve Wo 


eachery & D 


reat Falis Bl 


G 


Baxter Woolen Co., Inc. 


Somersworth Textile 


The Somersworth Textile Co., Inc., at the foot of Market 
street, is a family affair. The Queensbury Mills of Worcester, 
Mass. took over the old building in 1905 and operated it as a 
branch factory. In 1928 it was incorporated as a separate unii, 
with R. E. Hodgson, president and treasurer; J. H. Hodgson, 
vice-president; F. N. Hodgson, secretary. 


Somersworth Textile makes Bradford spun yarns for the 
weaving and knitting trades, to be woven and knitted into 
cloth. They use 31,824 square feet and employ about 55: 35 
women, 20 men. All but one or two key men are residents of 
Somersworth and Berwick. 


Appropriations 


Bonds, Sewer System 

Interest, Sewer System 

Pa ResAy 

Cemetery 

Fire Department 

Highway 

Hydrants 

Library 

Macadam 

Miscellaneous 

Municipal Building 

Somersworth District Nursing 
Service 

Parks and Playgrounds 

Interest, Notes Payable 

Police Department 

Printing 

Repairs to Public Buildings 

Salaries 

Schools 

Street Lights 

Welfare and Relief 

County Tax 

Police Station—Major Repairs 

Memorial Day 

Workmen’s Compensation 

Trees 

Highway Equipment 

Fire Hose 

Football Field (Note and Const.) 

Member Seacoast Region 

Pleasant Street House 

High and Market Streets—Re-sur- 
facing 
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1949 


10,000.00 $ 


271.25 
514.69 
4,500.00 
7,200.00 


32,000.00 


4,000.00 
3,550.00 
3,000.00 
2,500.00 
1,200.00 


1,000.00 
2,500.00 
2,095.42 


22,800.00 


2,000.00 
800.00 


25,705.00 
99,308.77 
10,966.44 


9,800.00 


22,600.00 


1,800.00 
600.00 
1,450.00 
500.00 
7,594.00 
1,450.00 
2,750.00 
100.00 


1950 
10,000.00 


1,391.25 

514.98 
4,500.00 
7,200.06 


32,000.00 


4,000.00 
3,600.00 
2,000.00 
1,800.00 
1,000.00 


1,000.00 
2,500.00 
2,150.83 


26,700.00 


2,500.00 
2,000.00 


25,665.00 
100,887.67 
11,050.00 
13,000.00 
23,128.82 


600.00 
1,732.00 
500.00 
3,995.55 
665.00 
1,250.00 
150.00 
1,000.00 


3,800.00 


Armory Land 

Band Concerts 

Power Mower 

Lower Main St. Const. (State 
Highway) 

Cemetery Special (Rd. Const.) 

Overdraft for fiscal year ending 
12-31-1949 


Total Appropriations 


Special Appropriation authorized 
November 21, 1950 
Amount to be raised by Taxation 


Total Valuation 


1,500.00 
450.00 
535.00 
350.00 
1,294.44 
9,779.49 


$ 286,200.01 $ 303,945.50 


500.00 
233,407.62 258,326.38 


$6,719,205.00 $6,763,490.00 


1950 Tax rate approved by Tax Commission, $37.00 per 


$1,060.00. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Romeo St. Laurent, 
Simeon Rainville, 
Norman A. Fournier, 
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Committee on Finance 


Your Tax Money 


When you pay your taxes you receive in Muni- 
cipal services— 


Street and Sidewalk Snow Removal 


Parks and Playgrounds 


Library Schools 
Garbage Collection Sewer Service 
Police Protection Fire Protection 
Street Lights Highways 


You share in the cost of: 


Payments on Debt and Interest 


Relief and Old Age Assistance 

Expenses of Administration, Public Buildings 
Band Concerts, Memorial Day Observance 
Improvements to the Various Departments 


Expenses of Operating the Government of 
Strafford County 


Explanation of Charts 


The following charts show at a glance the rising costs of 
operation of the City Government, the increased valuations and 
their effect on the Tax Rate. 


The fact that the assessment of property has remained 
the same over the years and the Tax Rate Chart shows no 
substantial change over the same period means that the prop- 
erty owners have been in the fortunate position of paying ap- 
proximately the same Tax Bill during the highly increased 
period of 1940—1950. 


The increased valuation shown in the chart comes mostly 
from new industry, a readjustment of assessed valuation of 
existing industries and new homes. 


It must be explained that careful consideration to the as- 
sessment of industries has been given with the thought not to 
shift an undue burden of taxation on industry from the rightful 
share of the home owner. ' 
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3,600,000 
3,000,000 
2,400,000 
1,800,000 
1,200,000 


4,800,000 
4,200,000 


TAX RATE 


Report of Auditors for the Year 
Ending December 31, 1950 


To the Honorable Mayor and City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


We herewith submit our report as auditors for the year 
ending December 31, 1950. 


We certify that we have examined the books and vouchers 
of the City Clerk and City Treasurer. We find the accounts to 
agree with orders drawn on the Treasurer, and the accounts 
correctly cast. 


We have examined the books of the Tax Collector, Water 
Department, Supt. of Forest Glade Cemetery, City Messenger, 
and the Clerk of the Municipal Court, and find all accounts 
correctly cast and the paymerts properly vouchered. 


We thank the heads of all departments fzr their coopera- 
tion in assisting us in every way possible. 


Respectfully submitted, 
M. C. O’Connell, 
George H. Gould, 
C:ty Auditors 
May 10, 1951 
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Tax Rate in N. H. Cities 


Dover 
Somersworth 
Claremont 
Rochester 
Manchester 
Laconia 
Portsmouth 
Keene 
Franklin 
Nashua 
Berlin 
Concord 


Average rate in New Hampshire 


1950 
1949 
1948 
1947 
1946 


$ 
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1950 1949 1948 
Per Thousand 
Rate Rate Rate 
$ 34.00 $ 33.00 $ 51.00 
37.00 36.00 36.00 
43.70 39.40 41.10 
43.00 40.50 39.00 
40.00 40.60 41.00 
39.60 40.80 38.00 
39.00) 41.00" 41-70 
46.80 48.20 42.50 
48.00 45.50 43.00 
45.70 46.30 41.30 
48.00 48.00 46.00 
49.80 51.80 46.10 
43.10 
43.10 
40.50 
B 1.10 
34.10 


Departmental Expenditures 


BONDS 


Sewer and Sidewalk Bonds 
City Treasurer 
By Appropriation 


BAND CONCERTS 


Band Concerts 
City Treasurer 
By Appropriation 


BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD 


Salaries 
Police 

Water Works 
Highway 
Library 
Schools 


City Treasurer 


CEMETERY 
Superintendent $ 760.00 
Labor 3,780.00 
Gross Salaries and Labor 4,540.00 
Withholding Tax 173.40 
Net Salaries and Labor 4,366.60 
Supplies 452.27 
Equipment 558.00 
Plants 196.87 
Miscellaneous 30.65 
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$ 10,000.00 
10,000.00 
10,000.00 


$ 450.00 
450.00 
450.00 


$ 309.60 
166.50 

65.70 

230.10 

25.20 

706.35 


$ 1,503.45 


1,503.45 


Repairs 

Dressing 

Turf 

Seed and Shrubs 


Total 


Outstanding checks 


City Treasurer 


156.55 

13.50 
106.25 
248.99 


$ 6,129.68 
12.30 


6,117.38 


Transferred to City Treasury 


Cemetery Trust Funds Income $ 1,046.62 


Cemetery Income 


By Appropriation 


936.60 
4,500.00 


CHANDLER BUILDING 


Fuel 
Lights 
Insurance 
Water 
Supplies 


Total 
Outstanding checks 


City Treasurer 
By receipts 
Transferred from 

City Treasury 


Water 
City Treasurer 


$ 437.87 
12.00 

188.11 

14.40 

6.98 


$ 659.36 $ 


7.98 


651.38 
651.38 
540.00 


119.36 


CITY HALL 
$ 21.00 $ 
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6,129.68 


353.54 


6,483.22 


6,483.22 


659.36 


659.36 


21.00 


Transferred to City Treasury 


By receipts 


COUNTY TAX 


Treasurer, Strafford County 
City Treasurer 
By Appropriation 


CHRISTMAS LIGHTING 


Christmas Lighting Fund 
City Treasurer 
Special Appropriation 


COURT LITIGATIONS 


Sarah Rollins Estate $ 80.78 
Outstanding 2.20 
$ 78.58 

City Treasurer 78.58 
Transferred from City Treasury 78.58 

FIRE 

Firemen’s Semi-Annual Payroll $ 3,765.00 
Assistant Drivers 343.60 
Fire Alarm Maintenance 200.00 
Labor 464.00 
Gas and Telephone 363.98 
Lights and Fuel 942.09 
Truck Rep. and Maint. 598.38 
Insurance 500.44 
Fire Alarm Repairs 16.95 
M:scellaneous 175.11 
Supplies 517.82 
Water 28.80 
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5,099.00 


$ 3,120.00 


$ 23,128.82 
23,128.82 
23,128.82 


$ 500.00 
500.00 
500.00 


Inspections 100.00 
Total $ 8,016.17 
Outstanding Checks 566.78 
$ 7,449.39 
City Treasurer 7,449.39 
By Appropriation 7,200.00 
Fire Dept. Receipts 31.50 
Reimbursement—City of Rochester 338.20 
446.47 
FIRE HOSE 
Fire Hose $ 665.00 
City Treasurer 665.00 
By Appropriation 665.00 
HEALTH 
Supplies $ [4:25 
City Treasurer 14.25 
i ransferred from City Treasury 14.25 
HIGHWAY 
Labor (Gross) $ 25,008.70 
Withholding Tax 1,056.40 
Blue Cross & 
Blue Shield 199.85 
1,256.25 
Labor (Net) ny Maer tsps 
Fuel 745.48 
Truck Rep. and Maint. 2,550.80 
Supplies 922.36 
Gas and Oil 2,508.32 
Miscellaneous Pape tied al 
Repairs 180.13 
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$ 


$ 


8,016.17 


8,016.17 


Lights and Tel. 288.06 


Insurance 431.28 
Water 25.20 
Tarvia 692.51 
Salt 482.00 
Total $ 382,806.30$ 32,806.30 
Outstanding Checks 441.33 
$ 932,064.97 
City Treasurer 32,364.97 


By Appropriation $ 382,000.00 
Highway Dept. Receipts 776.20 


Rental, Highway Equip. 270.00 
Sale, Motor & Junk 18.00 
$ 33,064.20 
Transferred to City Tr. 257.90 
_en $ 32,806.30 
HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT 
Snow Plow $ 735.00 
Dodge Truck 2,604.55 
$ 3,339.55 $ 3,339.55 
City Treasurer 3,339.95 
By Appropriation $ 3,395.55 
Transferred to City Treasury 56.00 
$ 3,339.55 
HYDRANTS 
Fire Hydrant Service $ 4,000.00 
City Treasurer 4,000.00 
By Appropriation 4,000.00 
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INTEREST 


Sewer Bonds $ 1,391.25 
Tax Anticipation Notes 2,125.83 
Memorial Field 50.00 


$ 3,067.08 $ 3,067.08 


By Appropriation—Notes Payable 2,150.83 
By Appropriation—Bonds Togico 
Transferred from City Treasury 25.00 
—— —---— Ss 3,567.08 
LIBRARY 
Librarian $ 2,060.00 
Labor 381.80 
Gross $ 2,441.80 
Withholding Tax $ 113.50 
Blue Cross & Shield 25.20 
rr 138.70 
Labor (Net) $ 2,303.10 
Books 776.95 
Telephone 76.08 
Lights 71.50 
Supplies 68.45 
Magazines 87.25 
Printing 7.00 
Total $ 3,390.33 $ 3,390.33 
Outstanding Checks 57.38 
$ 3,002.95 
City Treasurer 3,332.95 
Transferred to City Treasury 229.06 
$ 3,620.10 
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By Appropriation 3,600.00 
1% Chandler Fund Income 20.10 


MACADAM 


Tarvia $ 
City Treasurer 

By Appropriation 

Transferred from City Treasury 


MEMORIAL DAY 


American Legion Post No. 69 
VY. F. W. Post No. 4485 


Total 
City Treasurer 
By Appropriation 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Office Expenses: 
City Clerk $ 
Tax Collector 

Assessors 

Bonds 

Rental of Am. Legion Hall 

Miscellaneous 

Supervisors 

Elections 


Total $ 
Outstanding Checks 


City Treasurer $ 
By Appropriation 
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$ 3,620.10 


2,231.37 $ 2,231.37 
2,231.37 


2,000.00 
231.37 

— $ 2,201.37 

$ 450.00 

150.00 

$ 600.00 

600.00 

600.09 
278.84 
253.65 
413.30 
89.46 
624.00 
269.73 
5.50 
319.92 


2,254.40 $ 2,254.49 


25.50 


2,228.90 


2,228.90 
1,800.00 


Transferred from City Treasury 454.40 


ant 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
Telephone and Lights $ 580.26 
Supples 237.49 
Miscellaneous 2.64 
Repairs 41.85 
Water 13.00 
Fuel 550.12 
Total $ 1,425.36 $ 
Outstanding 57.86 
1,367.50 
City Treasurer $ 1,367.50 
By Appropriation $ 1,000.00 
Transferred from City 
Treasury 425.36 
See : 


MUNICIPAL REAL ESTATE 


Water $ 46.14 
Insurance 511.48 
Repairs 6.5L 
State Armory—Fuel 21914 

Total $ 783.27 
Rent— Pleasant St. 

House $ 110.00 
Transferred from City 

Treasury 673.27 

—_——— $ 783.27 


NOTES PAYABLE 


Tax Anticipation Notes $ 200,000.00 
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2,254.40 


1,425.36 


1,425.36 


Athletic Field Note 1,250.00 


201,250.00 
City Treasurer $ 201,250.00 


PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 


Salaries (Gross) $ WS2 25 
Withholding Tax 93.50 
Salaries (Net) $ LA 
Lights 83.19 
Miscellaneous 75.00 
Supplies 47.61 
Main St. Park 111.96 
Noble Pines 438.09 
Athletic Field 49.79 

Total $ 2 Doo dIS 2,000.00 
Outstanding Checks aylen 
$ 2,510.98 


By Appropriation $ 2,500.00 
Transferred from City 


Treasury 33.39 
———__—_—____—— $ 2,Daom0 
POLICE 
Salaries (Gross) $ 24,497.60 
Blue Cross & Shield §$ Lore 
Retirement 296.00 
Withholding Tax 1,013.90 
——_—__—__—_-. 1,477.15 
Salaries (Net) 1 a2o,Ue0.4D 
N. H. Police Retirement Board 936.50 
Telephone 1,143.67 
Lights 168.60 
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Auto Hire 
Supplies 
Miscellaneous 
Repairs 


Total 
Outstanding Checks 


City Treasurer 


Transferred to City Treasury 


By Appropriation 


Damage to Traffic Light 


Telephone Refund 


Power Mower 
City Treasurer 
By Appropriation 
Transferred to City 
Treasury 


City Clerk 
City Solicitor 
Mayor 

Tax Collector 
Assessors 
Directories 
Supervisors 
Library 

City Reports 


Total 


POWER MOWER 


$ 535.00 


PRINTING 
$ 


$ 
97 


120.90 
153.22 
17.00 
303.50 
25,863.84 $ 
351.93 


25,863.84 


25,511.91 
25,511.91 
1,158.26 
$ 27,022.10 
26,700.00 
225.00 
97.10 
$ 27,022.10 


528.00 
528.00 


528.00 


118.25 
6.58 
5.43 

29.50 
4.00 
67.50 

713.25 
5.00 

637.56 


1,587.07 $ 1,587.07 


Outstanding Checks 


City Treasurer $ 
By Appropriation 
Transferred to City Treasury 


6.75 


1,580.32 
1,580.32 
2,500.00 

912.93 


REPAIRS PUBLIC BUILDINGS 


Potice Station $ 
Chandler Building 

Municipal Building 

City Barn 

Fire Station 

City Hall 


Total $ 
Outstanding 


City Treasurer $ 
By Appropriation 
Transferred to City Treasury 


RE-SURFACING 


Contractor $ 
Engineer 
Labor 

Total $ 


City Treasurer 
By Appropriation 
Transferred to City Treasury 


SALARIES 
Municipal Building Salaries (Gross) $ 
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9.05 
548.54 
446.43 
410.00 
304.92 

17.55 


1,736.49 
4.40 


1,732.09 
1,732.09 
2,000.00 

263.51 


3,477.97 
150.00 
52.25 


3,680.22 
3,680.22 
3,800.00 

119.78 


21,916.36 


$ 


$ 


$ 


$ 


$ 


1,587.07 


1,736.49 


1,736.49 


3,680.22 


3,680.22 


Withholding Tax $ 1,429.58 


Blue Cross & Shield 304.80 
L(o4.08 

Municipal Building 
Salaries (Net) 20,131.98 

Quarterly Salaries 5,105.00 

Election Salaries 675.00 

Supervisors’ Salaries 550.00 

Reporting Vital Statistics 25.50 

Drawing Jurors 10.00 

Total Net Salaries $ 26,547.48 
Outstanding Checks 1,281.74 

PAT rd ots eae 
City Treasurer See 2oo200rle 
Total $ 26,547.48 
By Appropriation 25,665.00 
Transferred from City Treasury 882.48 
$ 26,547.48 
SCHOOLS 

Salaries: 

Teachers ~ $ 61,250.03 
Janitors 6,299.84 
Nurse, Clerks, Truant and Dist. 

Officers 3,846.23 
Retired Teachers 485.88 
School Lunch Help 1,767.00 
Special Instructions 298.00 

Total Salaries (Gross) $ 73,946.98 

Tax $ 5,952.90 

Blue Cross & Blue Shield 706.05 

Retirement 2,467.29 

$$ ____—_ 9,126.24 
Total Salaries (Net) $ 64,820.74 
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Transportation 


Telephone, Gas, Lights 


and Water 
Administration 
Supplies 
Repairs 
Books 
Fuel 
Miscellaneous 


Supt’s Excess Salary 


Insurance 

Special Activities 
New Equipment 
Per Capita Tax 
Enumeration 
Retirement 


Total 


7,650.00 


2,269.56 

722.42 
3,925.68 
1,936.61 
1,296.16 
4,650.64 
2,137.03 
1,680.53 
1,168.76 
3,777.31 

824.03 
1,086.00 

217.30 

880.92 


$ 99,043.69 $ 


Outstanding Checks 


City Treasurer 


By Appropriation $ 
Receipts—School 


Lunch 
Refund 
Dog Licenses 


Transferred to City 


Treasury 


1,295.46 

97,748.23 

$ 97,748.23 
100,887.67 
3,934.84 
2,466.08 
197.00 
107,485.59 
8,441.90 


SEACOAST. REGION 


N. H. Seacoast Regional Association 


City Treasurer 
By Appropriation 


$ 


100 


~ 150.00 


$ 


$ 


99,043.69 


99,043.69 


100.00 
100.00 


Transferred to City Treasury 50.00 


$ 100.00 
SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS 
Shade Trees $ 500.00 
Armory Land 1,500.00 
2,000.00 
City Treasurer $ 2,000.00 
By Appropriation— 
Shade Trees $ 500.00 
By Appropriation— 
Armory Land 1,500.00 
—________—_—— $ 2,000.00 


STREET LIGHTS 
Public Service Company of N. H. > 11,110.84 11,110.84 


Outstanding Check Ee 45) 
10,177.59 

City Treasurer $ 10,177.09 
By Appropriation 10,050.00 
Transferred from City Treasury 1,060.84 

— = = baee Lt LO 84 
TAX SALES 
Joseph F. McKeon, Tax Collector §$ 412.85 
City Treasurer 412.85 
Transferred from City Treasury $ 412.85 
eA 

Treasurer, State of New Hampshire $ 514.98 
City Treasurer 514.98 
By Appropriation $ 514.98 


WATER WORKS 
Supt’s Calary $ 2,215.44 


101 


Labor 
Commissioners’ Salaries 


Total Salar:es (Gross) 


Withholding Tax $ 
Blue Cross & Siheld 
Total Deductions 


Salaries (Net) 
Power, Lights and Tel. 
Supplies 

Repairs 

Truck Maintenance 
Gas and Oil 
Miscellaneous 

Fuel 

Int. on Bonds 
Insurance 

Bonds 

Meters 


Total 
Outstanding Checks 


City Treasurer 
By Receipts 


Transferred to City Treasury 


5,933.68 
650.00 


8,399.12 


210.30 


8,188.82 
4,165.96 
2,721.46 
444.06 
210.02 
66.98 
524.43 
245.49 
1,526.25 
118.75 
10,000.00 
967.50 


29,179.72 $ 29,179.72 


381.53 


28,798.19 
28,789.19 
41,716.63 
12,536.91 


WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 


William G. Ball Agency 
City Treasurer 
By Appropriation 


Transferred to City Treasury 
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$ 


999.26 
999.26 
1,732.00 
732.74 


$ 


$ 


$ 


29,179.72 


999.26 


999.26 


WATER WORKS, SEWER AND SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION FOR PERIOD 


ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1950 


Sale of Bonds 
Accrued Interest 


Water Works Construction and Extensions 


Expenditures 1949 See aU tea 

Expenditures 1950 8,483.30 
Total 12-31-50 $ 52,684.71 

Amount allocated to Water Const. $ 


Expended to 12-31-50 


Unexpended balance 


Sidewalk Construction 


Expenditures 1949 2,047.37 
Expenditures 1950 5,868.80 
Total 12-31-50 7,916.17 


Amount allocated to Sidewalk Const. 
Expenditures to 12-31-50 


Unexpended balance 


Sewer Construction 


Expenditures 1949 21,887.81 
Expenditures 1950 10,230.85 
32,118.66 


Allocated to Sewer Construction 
Expenditures to 12-31-50 


Unexpended balance 
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$ 100,000.00 

312.50 

$ 100,312.50 
53,000.00 
52,684.71 

$ 315.29 
315.29 
10,000.00 
7,916.17 

$ 2,083.83 
2,083.83 
37,000.00 
32,118.66 

$ 4,881.34 
4,881.34 

$ 7,280.46 


Total Bond issue $ 100,000.00 Accrued interest 312.50 
Accrued interest 312.50 Lo eee 


gS ee eee 7,592.96 
$ 100,312.50 Outstanding check 38.76 
Total Exp. 12-31-50 92,719.54 ie eee Nee WIE A 
Swern ae $ 7,631.72 

Balance $ 7,592.96 Bal. Somersworth Nat’l 
Bank $ 1,631.72 


WELFARE AND RELIEF 


Old Age $ 6,331.24 
Board and Care 3,978.07 
Food 3,612.25 
Medical 1,207.38 
Fuel 406.39 
Rent 778.83 
Clothing 90.89 
Office Expenses 323.40 
Burial 149.00 
Total $ 16,877.45 $. 16,877.45 
Outstanding Checks 696.74 
16,180.71 
Soldier’s Aid $ 576.84 576.84 
Outstanding 10.00 
—_———_———- 566.84 
$ 17,454.29 
16,747.55 
City Treasurer 16,747.55 
By Appropriation 13,000.00 
Transferred from City 
Treasury 3,141.44 
Welfare Refund 51.00 
Probation Dept. Refund 1,025.76 
Old Age Refund 236.09 
$ 17,454.29 
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Christmas 1950 


The following article was published in the Somersworth 
Free Press, January 18, 1951. It was reprinted from The 
Boston Herald of January 11, 1951. 


By Stanley Eames 
(Herald Staff Reporter) 


SOMERSWORTH, N. H., January 11—New Hampshire's 
smallest city wants a camel next Christmas. 


Somersworth (population 6923) can’t miss. Last Decem- 
ber the whole community pitched in to treat itself to the first 
Christmas display in its history, and it had everything—except 
that camel. This year, Mayor Romeo St. Laurent wants south- 
ern New Hampshire to know, things will be different, if only to 
get the missing animal out of his hair. 


The city is near Dover and Rochester, both of which siphon 
holiday trade away. At Christmas-time, as any storekeeper’s 
apprentice can tell you, colorful displays w:ll do more to keep 
the home trade where it belongs than the best values imagin- 
able. So it was, last October, that the Merchants’ Association 
began talking about dressing Somersworth up for Christmas. 


Colored lights were the first thought, and had it not been 
for the city’s organized womanhood, which swings a formidable 
stick here, lights it would have been. But the women attended 
a public meeting and voted them down. Instead, it was de- 
cided, there would be a Nativity scene and other similar decora- 
tions. Who was to pay for it? Everybody, the women decided 
—and everybody did. 


The Christmas project banded the city’s people together as 
nothing else short of disaster could have. Te Merchants’ As- 
sociation went down to defeat gracefully, supported the drive 
substantially and, in the end, a group situated on High street 
sponsored some colored lights at its own expense. The women, 
led by Mrs. Letha Ellen Furlong, an energetic club-woman, 
rang doorbells everywhere. Industry contributed handsomely. 
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The Somersworth Free Press espoused the cause so fiercely that 
it gave a half-dozen blow-by-blow lead stories to it. Even the 
city of Taunton, Mass., contributed indirectly and the whole 
affair fashioned a hands-across-the-state-line friendship of no 
small stature. 


LIGHTING COMMITTEE 
Solemnly, the Somersworth people formed a citizens’ com- 
mittee for Christmas Lighting. Mayor St. Laurent, an affable, 
bulldog-jawed administrator, who knows everybody in town, 
was made chairman; Vincent R. Dahlfred, coordinator; and 
Edward S. Charpentier, representing the merchants, was the 
third man. 


Dahlfred spent two weeks collecting money from the mer- 
chants while Mrs. Furlong’s women made the residential rounds. 
In a matter of days, after the committee was named, a nucleus 
had been ordered from the Feine Trimming Company of Boston. 
Included were seven-foot figures of Joseph, Mary, the shep- 
herds, the Wise Men, the Christ Child and an animal or two. 


As it happened, Taunton had hired an artist to create 2 
larger display in 1949 and the molds, which cost thousands of 
dollars, were available at a large reduction for Somersworth. 
The figures Somersworth got, incidentally, were the same as 
those used on Boston Common’s Nativity display—except there 
were fewer of them. 


SPIRIT DEMONSTRATED 

Nobody knew exactly how many figures could be bought 
until collections were made. “It’s a great indication of the 
community spirit here,” said St. Laurent, “that our people gave 
without knowing just what they would get for it.” Mrs. Fur- 
long’s workers sectioned the city into 14 areas as expertly as 
any professional fund-raisers and set to work in dead earnest. 
The city council showed its corporate heart to be in the right 
place with a $500 appropriation. The Free Press hoped op- 
timistically on Nov. 23, “it is expected that out of the grand 
total might be squeezed a lighted tree at Franklin and High 
streets.” Every contributor’s name was listed in its columns. 


Finally, the word went out: $2,136.79 had been collected, 
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the gifts ranging from a few cents to $100. There would be 
a fine display. 


The problem was not wholly solved, however, and what 
happened after that was as symtomatic of community unity as 
the giving that had gone before. The Shanley Lumber Com- 
pany of Rollinsford gave the lumber for the creche; Napoleon 
Berube, the city clerk who is also a fine craftsman, built a crib 
with his own hands; Ray Tanguay trucked the figures up from 
Boston for nearly nothing; the Public Service Company gave 
labor and sold electrical equipment at cost. Even newspapers, 
in competing cities, publicized the project generously. The 
highway department built the creche and set up the figures 
with reverent care. 


On Dec. 16 the display was inaugurated with plenty of 
ceremony. Veteran police said they never had seen such traffic 
in the little city. The Nativity Scene was set up next to the 
municipal building, reindeer cavorted around Christmas green- 
ery (including a big blue spruce which blew down in the nick 
of time and was commandeered for the occasion) at the High- 
Fore-Elm street triangle, more reindeer at High and Franklin 
streets; the two Wise Men on their camels in Woman’s Club 
Park; and—a dividend—a 50-inch lighted star atop the 100-foot 
standpipe on a hill. It could be seen for miles. 


The city’s bells pealed, the mayor (and many others) made 
brief, dedicatory speeches, Santa Claus rode up to the scene 
on a fire truck, a switch was pulled and the display was on. 


That was about it, except that people kept asking what 
had happened to the third Wise Man and his camel. The 
answer was that there hadn’t been enough money to buy him. 


This was a very small fly in the ointment, however, hun- 
dreds drove to town to see the displays every day, the city of 
Tauton sent official greetings, and holiday trade never was so 
good. Mayor St. Laurent took the kidding about Camel Num- 
ber Three good-naturedly, but privately, he said, he resolved 
“it will be the first thing we’ll buy in the 1951 display.” 


For there will be a lisplay this year. The Free Press con- 
ceived the idea of a year-long donation of scrap cardboard by 
merchants to raise the money to sugment the 1950 decoration, 
and it is already under way. If that doesn’t fill the bill, un- 
doubtedly the people of Somersworth, who came through once, 
will give Mayor St. Laurent his camel—and a whole lot more— 
next December. 
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Somersworth High School Story 
During the Past Century 


Old High School Replaced by Present Building 


At the celebration of the centennial of Somersworth High 
School held June 10, 1950, Mrs. Dorothea Savithes Thompson 
read an interesting paper on the history of the local high 
school. 


Her paper reads as follows: 
Mr. Parsons, Alumni and Friends: 


Without seeming to be trite I can say with sincerity that 
it is a pleasure for me ‘to give the History of the old High 
School and I consider it an honor to have been chosen to do so. 


In Hon. William D. Knapp’s “Historical Sketch of Som- 
ersworth” he makes the following statement: 
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“By an act of the New Hampshire Legislature passed in 
1848, known as the “Somersworth Act,” School District No. 3 
in Somersworth (Great Falls District) was permitted to have 
a system of graded schools, and to maintain one or more high 
schools, to purchase and hold land for school house lots not 
exceeding three acres in any one lot, and to erect such school 
houses thereon as may be determined by vote of the district, 
also to hire money to meet the cost of lot and building, in ex- 
cess of $2,000.” 


At a special meeting of the District held September 28, 
1848 it was voted to adopt the “SOMERSWORTH ACT” which 
had been passed by the Legislature in June of that year. 


Such action enabled District No.3 to establish a high 
school. 


This section, which evidently comprised the central portion 
of the village, was known as “Great Falls in Summersworth.” 
(Spelled Summersworth and later changed to Somersworth). 


Prospect Hill Chosen 


At first there was some dispute as to the location but final- 
ly the lot on top of Prospect Hill was chosen. 


Ry deed, dated November 14, 1849, for the consideration 
of $1,000 the lot containing three acres and four square rods, 
where the present High School now stands, was conveyed by 
the Horne heirs to the District. 


Situated on one of the highest hills for miles around, one 
obtained from the belfry a view which could not be surpassed 
in Strafford County. 


On the East Agamenticus could be seen, looking West 
Deerfield some twenty-five miles away came into view, on the 
North the White Mountains were plainly visible and on the 
South the ocean could be seen on a clear day. 


Mr. John Hussey was given the contract for the building. 
I hope you will pardon a personal reference when I tell you 
that he was my great grandfather. Mr. Hussey who was born 
in Acton, Maine, came to Great Falls at the age of twenty-one 
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and entered the employ of the Great Falls Manufacturing Com- 
pany. The first work he did was on the company’s houses on 
Broad Street. 


Nathan Wentworth, who was a stone mason, laid the first 
brick of this building; it was on his twenty-first birthday and 
it was his first job. He was the father of Mr. Fred K. Went- 
worth and Mrs. Grace Wentworth Blaisdell. When the old 
High School was demolished, Mrs. Blaisdeii was given this 
brick which is now in Mr. Blaisdell’s possession. 


The school house was erected in 1850 at a cost of $10,536.89 
which was a considerable sum of money one hundred years ago. 


First High Schoo) Structure 


It was the first High Schoo] structure built in New Hamp- 
shire and was called GREAT FALLS HIGH SCHOOL. 


It was originally used for both high school and grammar 
schaol. The rocms on the first floor were for the use of the 
grammar school, while the main room and two small rooms on 
the second floor were occupied by high school pupils. 


The desks in the main room faced the West, with a raised 
platform in front on which the teacher sat, but later they were 
turned to face the East, the platform remaining in its former 
position. This was a very convenient arrangement for the prin- 
cipal. 


According to ‘‘The Prospectus” (which was the name given 
to the High School publication in the early 1900’s) there was 
great difficulty in heating the rooms in winter. 


There were no registers in the recitation rooms. Teachers 
were allowed five or ten minutes to warm themselves in the 
main room, but were frequently forced to dismiss their classes 
until ten o’clock, or until the temperature rose. 


Pupils required a course that would prepare them for busi- 
as very few went beyond high school, Mathematics, therefore, 
was of great importance. French, English, Geography and the 
Classics had their place. 
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For the first five years the school lasted forty weeks, 
divided into terms of ten weeks, but later there were three long 
terms instead of four short ones. 


First Class—100 Pupils 
The first classes entered in the spring of 1850 with about 
one hundred pupils; the first class graduated from High School 
at the close of the March term 1861. 


Before this time the pupils had attended school as long as 
they wished, one pup:l remaining nine years. 


The first Teachers’ Institute in Strafford County was held 
in the High School room in the fall of 1850. This Institute 
lasted one week and one hundred and fifty eight teachers as- 
sembled, coming from all parts of the county. Everyone was 
enthusiastic in their praise of the building and equipment. 


The DEDICATION of the building was directed by Hon. 
John A. Burleigh. There was a short program and after a 
speech by Mr. Burleigh he delivered the keys and the future 
responsibility of the HOUSE into the hands of the Superintend- 
ing Committee of the District. 


Gift Of Mr. Weeden 


Last week I received a package from Mr. Edward Weeden 
which contained one of the original keys to the GREAT FALLS 
HIGH SCHOOL in 1850. 


This key was in the historical collection of Mr. Eugene 
Weeden who passed away recently in Intervale, N. H. His 
son Edward and his daughter Margaret felt that it belonged 
in. Somersworth. 


There are many other articles in the collection which in- 

cludes: 

50 copies of High School magazines 

High School News 1879-1883 

Amateur Chronicle 1879 

The Prospectus 1936-1939 

The Hilltopper 1936-1939 

5 photographs of the old High School 
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A photograph of pupils in classes 1887-1890 

A photograph of Professor Rich 

A photograph of the football team 1905 

A collection of graduation programs 

Report cards for the years 1850, 1853, 1855 

A complete register of pupils from 1850 to 1908 with 
an index; copy made by Mr. Eugene Weeden from 
original records. This book also contains a record 
of High School graduates 1861 to 1928 

Original copy of the class prophecy by Clara Fal!, 1872 

Original copy of an Essay by Helena V. Hussey, 1872 
This prophecy and essay were part of the gradua- 
tion exercises of that year 

A copy of ‘RULES OF THE SUPERINTENDING 
COMMITTEE AND REGULATIONS OF THE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF GREAT FALLS. A- 
DOPTED BY THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 
APRIL, 1850” 


The High School has had twenty-three principals, Mr. Paul 
Chadbourne being the first. He resigned at the close of the 
first year to become a tutor at Williams College, and. later he 
was elected president of that institution. 


One of the later principals was Mr. Javan Russell; he was 
the husband of Mrs. Edith Legro Russell now of Lincoln Street. 


Mr. John Uniack has held the position since 1917. It was 
my privilege to have had him as a teacher all four years of 
my high school course. He was dearly loved by all of us and 
I am certain by all members of the classes who have followed 
my class of 1922. 


The class of 1880 now claims the oldest living graduate, 
Miss Eunice Quimby who makes her home in Boston. She was 
for many years teacher of English in the High School and has 
always maintained a sincere interest in this school and in Som- 
ersworth. 


After seventy-seven years of service the original High 
School was raised to make room for a new structure. Work 
was started on June 15, 1927. 
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The building was completed in nineteen weeks. It was 
considered a notable feat in the way of construction to tear 
down the old and erect the present building in so short a time. 


Good Workmanship 


I have it on good authority that the contractors had great 
difficulty in eliminating the old structure, which attests to the 
thorough work of the old-time artisans. 


The contract price for the present building was $92,902 
with an added expense of $1,000 due to certain small changes 
from the original plan. 


Before too long a lapse of time we shall probably have a 
third building. 


This of course is PROGRESS and we would not have it 
otherwise. 


It should however, be possible for us, while welcoming the 
NEW to remember the OLD which contributes in no smail 
measure to the Present. 


Dorothea Savithes Thompson 
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Report of the Superintendent of 
Schools oe 


1959 High Schocl Seniors Leave For Washington 


To the Members of the School Board and Citizens of Somers- 
worth: 


As I became superintendent of your schools November 1, 
1959 my report will be brief and will relate happenings of my 
office since that date. Mr. Jonathan Osgood resigned as school 
superintendent of this union in August to accept a similar po- 
sition in Salem, N. H. Mr. William Slayton acted ably as a 
substitute until November 1. I feel that Mr. Slayton deserves 
a great deal of credit for his fine work. 


This report will be followed by reports of other school of- 
ficials, 
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SCHOOL PERSONNEL 


Due to the retirement of Mr. John Uniack after thirty-seven 
years of faithful service as Headmaster in the High School, Mr. 
Arthur Toll was elected as his successsr. Mr. Toll has had 
successful teaching experience at Meredith, Littleton and Coe- 
Brown Academy of Northwood. 


Robert Brunelle was hired to replace Caroline Cutter who 
resigned. Mr. Brunelle is teaching science and social studies 
and is also coaching the Junior High basketball teem. It is 
hoped that a Junior High league will be in operation soon. 


We have been fortunate to receive the services of John 
Fitzmaurice of St. Anselms as a practice teacher for the second 
semester in the high school. Mr. Fitzmaurice will graduate in 
June and is teaching social studies and aiding with the physica! 
education program. His work has been so good that he will 
be employed as a teacher next year. 


All full time school personnel were granted a $5.00 weekly 
increase in salary starting January 1, 1950, this amount to be 
made a permanent salary increase. 


The teachers have been working for several months on a 
salary schedule and will meet with the finance committee of the 
school board in hopes of having it accepted so it will go into 
effect next September. Teachers as well as other workers de- 
serve security and a salary schedule is a means of economic 
planning and reward for service. 


Roger Newcomb resigned as janitor in the high school and 
was replaced for two weeks by Adelard Hebert. Mr. Albert 
Gagne followed Mr. Hebert and is doing a very capable job. 
At the Burleigh School Mr. Arthur Gagne does an excellent job 


in keeping this old school in repair and in a clean condition. 
It is almost a hopeless task to keep this building up to standard. 


ENROLLMENT AND SCHOOL CENSUS 


Following tables will show enrollment by grades and num- 
bers of children transpoited, followed by the census figures for 
1949 and 1950. 


ns Br 


Burleigh School 


Number 

Grade Enrollment Bus Pupils 
1 20 9 
it 20 7 
2 . 52 Le 
3 30 13 
4 Bil 14 
Total 162 56 

Chandler School 
5 29 15 
6 39 19 
iF 47 16 
8 44 17, 
! 159 67 
High School 

9 {his PAS 
10 58 it FS 
1G) bz 15 
12 50 12 
237 65 


The enrollment continues to increase and in September 1950 
there were 558 pupils enrolled compared with 529 the preceding 
year. The census also shows marked increases. In 1948 there 
were 1994 pupils, 1949—2054, and in 1950—2171. 


SOMERSWORTH SCHOOL CENSUS 
as of Sept. 1, 1950 


1949-50 
Ages Total Boys Girls 
Less than 1 150 90 60 
1 iD 95 80 
2 157 79 78 
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Ages 
Less than 1 


131 
116 
125 
123 
113 
120 

99 
116 
101 
101 
106 

94 
115 
112 


2054 


1950-51 


Total 


180 
162 
187 
163 
128 
118 
130 
128 
119 
122 
102 
116 
108 


98 © 


104 
96 
110 


2171 
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67 
62 
58 
65 
58 
58 
57 
63 
47 
54 
47 
52 
63 
61 


1076 


Boys 
89 
98 
96 
85 
65 
62 
58 
66 
64 
60 
57 
63 
51 
51 
49 
53 
59 


1126 


64 
54 
67 
58 
55 
62 
42 
53 
54 
47 
59 
42 
52 
51 


978 


Girls 


91 
64 
91 
78 
63 
56 
72 
62 
55 
62 
45 
53 
57 
47 
55 
43 
51 
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NEW HIGH SCHOOL 


A study of the enrollment and census figures are convincing 
proof that Somersworth must do something about its schools 
immediately. With increased production in local plants and the 
sale of new houses in the future further increases can be safely 
predicted. 


it is a shame that a city the size of Somersworth lacks a 
municipal auditorium to carry on its functions and must 
depend on its neighbor Berwick for assistance. It is also 
impossible for the school to play basketball, sponsor dramatics, 
music and have dances with the present limited facilities. 
Again other buildings must be used to accommodate people who 
wish to attend. If these activities are to continue we should 
be willing to support them in our own city. 


In the present high school the home economics room, 
shops and laboratories are much too small to accommodate 
present students. The poor condition of the Burleigh School 
has been explained many times before. 


It is a well known fact that cities and towns with fine 
modern schools are prosperous and that the moral of the people 
is very high. People have pride in their city and encourage 
other people to build and settle where the schools are good 
and people have courage and foresight to keep them that 
way. Children of today are democracy’s greatest defense 
against communism and to neglect our future citizens can 
result in disaster. 


Whether we receive Federal Funds or not it will be 
necessary for the city to bond itself for the total project and 
then any revenue would have to be deducted later in the regular 
school budget. Citizens can feel assured that we will do all in 
our power to get our share of revenue. 


Why don’t you as citizens get behind this project and 
express your faith in democracy and in the future of our 
children by asking that a new high school be built? 
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FEDERAL AID 


During the 81st session of Congress Public Laws 815 and 
874 were passed which allow certain school districts Federal 
Funds if they have been affected by federal activity. Funds 
under Law 874 help finance the general education program 
and Law 815 allows funds for buildings. 


Surveys have been made in the city and application has 
been made to the Federal authorities for approximately $6,000 
under Law 874 and $120,000 under Law 815. Somersworth 
ean qualify for funds due to its proximity to Portsmouth 
Naval Base and many industrial plants working on government 
orders are located in this area. Funds are allotted on the 
basis of the number of children who attend public school 
affected by parents working in defense plants. In January there 
were 43 parents with 86 children affected by Portsmouth 
Naval Base or 14 per cent of the total school enrollment. 


Applications are made every three months, and we expect 
to receive approximately $100 for each child affected by the 
Navy Yard. 


SCHOOL BUDGET 


‘For many years the school department of the city has 
been budgeting and spending on a fiscal (or school year) basis 
while all other departments are on a calendar year. 


This year the school budget will be based on a calendar 
year, then all city departments will be on the same schedule 
and it will show a more accurate picture of city finance. 


The budget will also show a more accurate breakdown of 
elementary and high school expenditures. This is based on 
recommendation of the State Tax Commission and the State 
Board of Education and will allow for a more accurate report 
on the pupil costs. It is better to budget and spend on the same 
basis rather than with lump sum appropriations as in former 
years. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


It is hoped that the painting program started in the 
High School will be continued and that all school buildings wll 
be improved in the next few years. Schools like homes need 
constant attention to insure investments and your schools have 
not been painted for twenty years. 


Some planned improvement of lighting should also be 
attempted. Many classrooms offer only 5-6 foot candles of 
light whereas 30 foot candles are recommended by lighting 
experts. 


The commercial department should have 4-6 typewriters 
replaced annually to eliminate worn out machines and high 
maintenance costs. This department should also have the 
services of a dictating machine and also a new duplicating 
machine. Miss Lefebvre should receive continued support for 
her fine service to the city. 


The shops need a lathe and jig saw for the use of Junior 
High students. These machines are not expensive and take 
up little space. The auto mechanics department needs some 
testing apparatus. I hesitate to recommend too much equip- 
ment, though badly needed for these shops due to limited space. 


Continued support should also be given to the physical 
education program and should be supported to the extent that 
all boys and girls should be taking part in some form of 
physical exercise. 


There are many other small items which need attention, but 
due to the fact that there is such fine cooperation among school 
board members and in the committees of the board, these 
items are handled efficiently as they arise. 


It has been a pleasure for me to have the opportunity to 
work with such a fine school board and the willingness shown 
to support a good school program augers well for the future. 
I feel sure that all staff members accept the challenge along 
with the school officials that Somersworth should have one of 
the finest school systems in the state. 
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In closing I wish to thank all school personnel, citizens, 
and city officials for the fine cooperation and help given to 
me during my tenure in office. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ARTHUR W. DANIELSON 
Superintendent of Schools 


SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR SOMERSWORTH 


1951-52 
September 5 through December 21, 1951 74 days 
January 2 through February 15, 1952 33 days 
February 25 through April 25 44 days 
May 5 to about June 13 29 days 


180 days 


If for any reason schools are closed because of emergencies, 
Czys will be made up in June. 


No School Days 
September Rochester Fair 
October 12 Columbus Day 
October 18-19 Teachers Convention (counted as school days) 
November 12 Armistice Day 
November 22-23 Thanksgiving Recess 
Good Friday April 11 
May 30 Memorial Day 


Schools will close at noon for Thanksgiving and Christmas 
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“Hilltop Echo” 


The publishing of the “Hilltop” Echo, Somersworth High 
School Yearbook, by Miss Martha Lefebvre and staff of stu- 
cents has proven an outstanding successful venture. 


This publication, entered in Yearbook Contests in the 
Columbia University Scholastic Press Asso., Columbia Uni- 


versity New York City, has been awarded the following certifi- 
cates: 


1947—Second Place Award 1st edition of Yearbook 

1948—-Medalist Award—Highest award given to yearbooks 
entered in contest—tops all first class awards as 
Columbia University picks the best year-book enter- 
ed to receive this award 


1949—First Place Award 


1950—Medalist Award 
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£950 Yearbook Staff At Columbia University 
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Mayors Since the City Was Chartered 


1893- 
1894-18516 
1897- 
1898-1900 
1901- 
1902-1903 
1904- 
1905-1908 
19109-1911 
1912-1913 
1914-1922 
1923-1833 
1954- 
1935-1943 
1944-1944 


Franklin N. Chase 
Christopher H. Wells 
Benjamin F. Hanson 
Arthur J. Seavey 
Haven Doe 

John N. Haines 
Freeman A. Hussey 
Benjamin F. Hanson 
Thomas J. Dougherty 
Paul LaBcnte 

Fred H. Brown 

Peter M. Gagne 
Clement P. Roy 
Alfred J. Boucher 
*Arthur W. Proulx (Jan. 1-June 6) 


1944-1945 **Napoleon A. Habel (June 6-Dec.31) 


1946- 


sf 


Romeo St. Laurent 


Resigned 


** Unexpired term 
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Fire Alarm Boxes 


5 Depot and Main streets 
6 Main and Franklin streets 
{2 City Hall 
13 Main and Spring streets 
14 Main and Indigo Hill road 
15 Third street 
16 New Dam 
18 General Electric Co. 
21 Franklin and Green streets 
23 Myrtle and Green streets 
24 Tremont and Green streets 
25 Pleasant and West Green streets 
+ Franklin and Garden streets 
81 High and Washington streets 
2 High and South streets 
34 Bartlett avenue 
&5 Black Harry Clay 
36 Central Park 
41 Highland and’ Grand streets 
8 Lincoln street 
45 Lily Pond road 
51 Court and Washington streets 
52 High and Fore streets 
54 Market street 
5€ Somersworth Shoe 
62 West High St. and Maple St. Ext. 
551 From Y to Blue Moon 
552 From Blue Moon to Hanson’s Corner 
553 Hanson’s Corner to Town Line 
Test: 2 blasts, 6 o’clock, P. M., and 12 noon 
1 biast: Engineers’ Call 
2-2-2 House call 
4 Out of town and brush fires 
1-1 No-school signal 


hs 
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